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Page 15, for are read is, 
—— 28 for s read ex. i 
| 50, 51, for Hoſpenenius read Hoſpenianus, | 
— 51, for [le read Ilæ. 

— 64, for «Ave read exeneve. 8 
— 13, for Magneſios read Magneſianos, 
— 82, for Manchees read Manichees. 

— 84, for /aibjed read controverſy. 
——96, line 4 from the bottom, after and, 2 
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MON the various endeavours to 
increaſe the happineſs and virtue 

of the age, your little production muſt 
be admired, for the many valuable 
hints it offers; but above all, for the 
general ſpirit of benevolence that ſhines 
through the whole. No one who 
reads it can for a moment ſuſpect its 


enthuſiaſm. No one can doubt his 
endeavours to cultivate the greateſt 
B cans 


author of moroſeneſs, ſelf-intereſt, or 


* 


* 


== candour for the opinions, and affection 
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for the perſons of his fellow- creatures. 
The ſpirit of piety, of brotherly love, 
that adorns every page, cannot fail to 
impreſs us with theſe ſentiments of 
the writer. Above all, let me admire 
that delicacy in the cauſe of humanity, 
that ſeaſonable hint, that has eſcaped 
ſo many well-meaning writers—where 
you adviſe us to be cautious in com- 
municating our diſappointments in en- 
deavouring to do good. [Page 70, 71.] 
This alone is enough to make me with 
to receive you among my amiable ac- 
quaintance—enough to make me anx- 
ious to embrace you as my friend and 
brother. 


To a mind thus diſpoſed, to a tem- 
per thus ſoftened, I need make no apo- 
logy for differing in opinion ; nor need 


. nn 9 

I apprehend your doubting that dur 
- wiſhes are to promote one general in- 
tereſt. | 


Like you, I am neither old, a clergy- 
man, nor a methodiſt; like you, I live 
much in the world, though not in thoſe 
ranks you have addreſſed: but, as vir- 
tue is the ſame every where, I ſhall not 
be afraid of being thought impertinent 
in hazarding my opinions on the Man- 
ners of the Great. 


I ſhall not trouble you with an at- 
tempt to diſcriminate between actions 
done from motives of religion, and thoſe 
to ſecure a fair reputation; the latter de- 
{ſerve no better name than hypocriſy, 
and uſually, from the oſtentation with 
which they are performed, defeat their 
own purpoſe. But though I will be 
B 2 ready 
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( 4) 
ready to admit the advantages of culti- 
vating an habitual regard to religion, 
yet this ſhould not, I think, induce us 
to inſiſt, that every action mult owe its 
immediate origin either to its influence, 
or a defire of the good opinion of 
mankind.—Such a mode of reaſoning 
will ſoon bring us back to the cenſure 
caſt by the darker ages of Chriſtianity 
on the virtues of the Pagans, which it 
was cuſtomary to conſider not as really 
4 good, but as ſplendid ſins. Without 
2 doubt the proper influence of religion 
4 will improve every good mind, will pu- 
: = rify every virtue, enlarge every benevo- 
lent inclination, and exalt the whole 
2 character nearer the divinity. But how 
fervent ſo ever our devotion may be, 
however anxious our endeavours after 
perfection, if benevolence be not the 


molt conſpicuous feature of our cha- 
| racters, 


3 
racters „there will be too much reaſon to 
ſear this very temper may be perverted, 
and the moſt amiable of all religions 
degenerate into moroſeneſs, ſelfiſhneſs, 


and bigotry. 


Nor can I eaſily admit the inference 
you would draw from ſome charac- 
ters deſcribed in the New Teſtament. 
Jeſus loved the young ruler, and conſi- 
dered him as a valuable character, when 
he told him, “yet one thing thou lack- 
cc eſt, Luke xviii. 18. ſell all thou haſt, 
* and give unto the poor, and follow 


«© me.” He was neither accuſed of 


coldneſs in religion, nor were his mo- 
tives doubted; but, great as his charity 
was, it did not amount to perfeCtion ;— 
the young man went away ſorrowful.— 
not being able at once to make up his 


80 


mind, to part with his large poſſeſſions. 
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So that our Saviour might well ſay, 
« how hard is it for a rich man to en- 


te ter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
The parable of the man who enlarged 
his ſtorehouſes and barns, is evidently 
intended to ſhew us the uncertainty of 
all human greatneſs, and the abſurdity 
of heaping up riches, with a view to 
the future enjoyment of them. But I 


think we ſhould not, even in theſe days, 


conſider a character that propoſed to it- 
ſelf no other enjoyment than the gra- 
tification of its own appetites, as ar 
obect rather of admiration than cenſure. 


The ſequel of the hiſtory of the rich 
man ſhews, that he was guilty of 
enormities beyond dining well, and 
dreſſing well. Nor is it fair to ſuppoſe 
he was charitable ; we well know how 
rarely profuſion is attended with a re- 

gard 
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gard to the wants of others; how lit- 
tle it diſpoſes the mind, or, indeed, 
allows leiſure to attend to them. Yet, 
it cannot but be attended with a degree 
of ſuperfluity, that muſt fall, Heaven-d:- 
refed, to the poor. This appears the 
moſt natural interpretation of the beg- 
gar's defiring to be fed with the crumbs 
which fell from the rich man's table. 
Nor does the converſation with Abra- 
ham imply that the rich man afford- 
ed to Lazarus any comfort during 
life. We are further told of his five breth- 
ren, who appear to have been ſimilar 
characters with himſelf; that they heard 
neither Moſes nor the prophets, nor 
would they hear, though one roſe to 
them from the dead. 


Annanias and Sapphira broke an ex- 


was 


preſs covenant, which at that time it 
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14 FE” 
: 3 was found neceſſary to make among 
14 the believers; they expected to live in 
| common with the new converts, and 
1 probably to receive the gifts of the 
14 Holy Ghoſt, while they reſerved a part 
14 of their property. Here was hypocriſy, 
1 craft, and the danger of a contagious 
1 example in the face of Almighty God, 
1 and his immediate embaſſador; nor is 
lt it improbable but that ſuch characters 
14 had a view to traffic with the gifts of 
uf the Holy Ghoſt. Much more, I ſhould 1 
© - conceive, than was required to prevent ® 
i their being then Well eſteemed in ſociety, 1 
* and more than enough now, to ex- 1 
I ; clude them from the liſt of good ſort 
| of people. 
* Having before obſerved, that the 
: il fociety I chiefly mix with is not of the 
* ii higheſt rank, it would ill become me 
4 = 


. 


to determine how far your general ob- 
ſervations on the cauſes that impede 
the progreſs of virtue are founded. lt 
would be to little purpoſe to ſay, that 
though the vice that ſtabs domeſtic®* 
happineſs and conjugal virtue may have 
acquired the name of gallantry, this does 
not appear to alter the general opinion 
of it. I thank God, in the very mixed 
ſocieties in which I engage, it is equally 
deteſted, equally abhorred, as if a 
coarſer term were applied to it, which 
could have no other effect than to 
ſhock the ears of ſome, and in others 
leſſen the horror of a crime the moſt 
injurious to the good order of ſociety. 
But I am not willing to think that pi- 
ety in characters uniformly amiable 
endangers their reputation as men of 


* Page 17. f Page 67, 
C ſenſe. 
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ſenſe.“ The world is ſurely too well 
informed to value any one the leſs for 
an unſuſpected attention to religion. — 
Who ever had the hardineſs to ridicule 
the piety of that exalted character which 
ſhone ſo conſpicuouſly as a divine and 


phyſician? All knew the ſincerity of 
his heart, all admitted the ſtrength of 


his underſtanding, while they reſpected 
the regularity of his Chriſtian du- 
ties. Allow me to pauſe a moment, 
while I wipe away a tear to the me- 
mory of my departed friend—for he 
was the friend of all mankind. He 


had no earthly wiſh, but for the happi- 


neſs of all, nor any fears, but for the 
failure of projects calculated to promote 
it—And too ſanguine in his wiſhes 
to ſee human eſtabliſhments perfect 


Page 79. 
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as his own heart, ſeems ts have 
fallen a victim to diſappointment, 
and unwearied, though ineffectual exer- 
tions, X | 


An attention to the forms which 
men have annexed to religion, where it 
fails to produce thoſe effects on the 
heart that we have a right to expect 
from ſo valuable a revelation of the 
will of God, muſt for ever appear 
ridiculous. The Chriſtian ſyſtem is 
not a negative inſtitution : it requires 
indeed ſelf-denial, but for no other pur- 
poſe than the happineſs of others, and 
every where enjoins active virtues, in- 
ſtead of a ſuperſtitious attention to cere- 
monials and ordinances. 


This leads me to a conſideration of 
the ſubject that ſuggeſted the idea of 


your performance. 


C 2 I ſhall 


( 12 ) 
I ſhall not ſcruple the high authority 
of tlie proclamation, nor the good in- 
tentions of our Sovereign in iſſuing it. 
But if any thing has conduced to leſſen 
the general reverence for religion, to 
impede its progreſs, and even to lead 
the vulgar to ſuſpect its ſacred authority, 
it ſeems to me to be our Engliſh Sab- 
bath.—As you juſtly obſerve, many of 
the better people, who would ſhudder 
at the violation of the other nine, ex- 
punge this from the Divine code ; but, 
Sir, ſhould not a circumſtance of ſuch 
notoriety rather lead us to examine with 
candour the origin of the inſtitution, 
than haſtily tocondemn all who ſlight it? 


The Chriſtian Legiſlator,” you ſay, 
* does not ſeem to have abridged the 
* commandments, and there is no ſub- 
* ſequent authority ſo much as pretended 


* to by Proteſtants.” 
Even 


9 

Even if this were the caſe, a new 
queſtion would ariſe, in what manner 
ſhould the Sabbath be ſpent ? But, that 
I may not be too profuſe, I will juſt 
detain you while I take a curſory view 
of moſt of the paſſages where the Sab- 
bath is mentioned, from the time the 


tables were received by Moſes from 
the hand of God. 


Some learned Chriſtians have ſuppo- 
ſed that the Sabbath was an inſtitution 
as old as the creation; but, beſides 
that, we have no mention of the 
Patriarchs obſerving it, we may fairly 
conclude it was not neceſſary in Para- 
diſe, and we meet with no mention of 
it from the hiſtory of the creation, to 
the journey of the children of Iſrael 
through the wilderneſs, during which, 


the rains of manna ceaſed on the Sab- 


bath, 
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1 
bath, and the children of Iſrael were 
ordered to reſt. —In the twentieth 
chapter of Exodus, we have this com- 
mandment, with the other nine, intro- 
duced with the following language; 


« I am the Lord thy God, who brought 


* thee out of the land of Egypt, out of 
*« the houſe of bondage.” There ſurely 
requires no ſtraining of this paſſage to 
infer that theſe laws were given to that 
family, who had experienced ſuch ſin- 
gular favours from Almighty God. 
Though it will be admitted that moſt 
of the other commandments are moral 
duties, which muſt remain in force 
under all circumſtances, yet ſtill the 
fame regard is obſerved to the people 
to whom they were delivered. — The 
puniſhment againſt idolatry is © viſiting 
e theſinsof the fathers upon the children, 
te unto the third and fourth generation.“ 


The 


15) 


The reward for honouring thy father 
and thy mother is, * that thy days 
« may be long in the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee.” Neither 
of theſe are any way applicable to the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem, 


In the twenty-third chapter, verſe 12, 
we ſee the particular uſe of the Sabbath 
aſſigned, That thine ox and thine 
5 aſs may reſt, and the ſon of thine 
* handmaid.” - In the thirty-third 
chapter, verſe 13, 14, the command 
is more particularly repeated, in ſuch 
words as cannot leave a doubt to 
whom it was given, © Verily, my 
% fabbaths ſhall ye keep, for tis a ſign 
* between me and you throughout 
« your generations, that ye may know 
* I am the Lord that doth ſanctify you, 
* 


you ſhall keep the ſabbath there- 
ce fore, 


* 


* 


4 10 
* fore, for it is holy unto you; every 
« one that defileth it ſhall ſurely be 
« put to death; for whoſoever doth 
% any work therein, that ſoul ſhall be 
* cut off from among men.“ 


From this text we learn two things, 
firſt, that the ſabbath was peculiar to 
this people, and next, that to defile it 
was to do any ſervile work, which was 
fo ſeriouſly forbidden, that death was to 
be the puniſhment. Afterwards, chapter 
Xxxv. verſe 1. the precept is ſtrength- 
ened by a prohibition to kindle any 
fire in their habitations ; the realon of 
which reſtriction appears plainer in 
the paſſage of Deuteronomy, where 
we have the repetition of the law. 
In chapter v. the commandments 
are given us in nearly the ſame words 
as in Exodus, with the following ad- 

dition 


(17 
dition to that relating to the ſabbath. 
« That thy man ſervant, and thy maid 


e ſervant may have reſt as well as thou, 
* and remember that thou waſt a ſer- 


* yant in the land of Egypt, and that 


te the Lord thy God brought thee out 
e thence through a mighty hand, and 
A ſtretched-out arm, Zherefore the 
« Lord thy God commanded thee to 
5 keep the ſabbath day.” 


In the twenty-third of Leviticus, 
we have an enumeration of the ſundry 
feaſts, the firſt of which is the ſab- 
bath. And the Lord ſpake unto 
«© Moles, ſaying, concerning the feaſts 
* of the Lord, which they ſhall pro- 
* claim to be holy convocations, theſe 
are my feaſts; fix days ſhall work 
© be done, but the ſeventh is the ſab- 
bath of reſt, an holy convocation; 

D « ye 


6 

« ye ſhall do no work therein, it is the 
* ſabbath of the Lord in all your dwell- 
« ings.” —After this, we have a de- 
ſcription of other feaſts, as well as of 
days of atonement and ſolemn aſſemblies, 
or, as the margin tranſlates, days of 
teſtraint ; when the ſoul was to be af- 
flicted, and which, as no ſervile work was 
to be done thereon, were likewiſe called 
ſabbaths.—Among the feaſts we find 
that of the blowing of trumpets deſ- 
cribed nearly in the ſame words as the 
ſabbath of reſt. * In the ſeventh 
* month, in the firſt day of the month, 
5 ſhall ye have a ſabbath, a memorial 
of blowing of trumpets, an holy con- 
* vacation, ye ſhall do no ſervile work 
e therein.” The firſt day of the feaſt 
of tabernacles is alſo called an holy con- 
vocation, on which no ſervile work was 
to be performed. 
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( 19 ) 
Of the manner of celebrating theſe 


two feaſts, we have a particular account 
when they were renewed under the im- 
mediate direction of the law, as it was 
interpreted by Ezra, that learned and 
induſtrious ſcribe. On the arrival of 
Nehemiah, {[Nehem. chapter viu. ] 
from the court of Artaxerxes, with a 
commiſſion to ſuperſede Ezra, and with 
larger powers to reſtore the Jewiſh 
religion and polity than his predeceſſor 
poſſeſſed, his firſt object, after rebuild- 
ing the walls of Jeruſalem, and diſtri- 
buting the people into tribes, was to 
turn their attention to the long- neg- 
lected book of the law.—The people 
were therefore gathered together as one 
man, when Ezra introduced the reading 
of the law, by a ſuitable prayer, and all 
the people anfwered, Amen, Amen; 
and they bowed their heads, and wor- 
D 2 ſhipped 
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( 20 ) 

ſhipped the Lord, with their faces 
to the ground. —The language of the 
Jews having been corrupted in their 
captivity, it was neceſlary to interpret 
the law: it ſeems too as if a kind 
of comment was added, to _ 
the more forcibly on the people (verſe). 
So they read the book, and gave the 
ſenſe, and cauſed them to underſtand the 
reading.—Either the well-directed diſ- 
courſe of Ezra, or the bare recollection 
of the many bleſſings they had been fa- 
voured with, the many injunctions they 
had neglected, joined to the proſpect of 
becoming once more a well-regulated 
ſtate, produced ſo powerful an effect on 
the people, that they all wept. But 
Nehemiah and Ezra perceiving this ef- 
fect, and recollecting that the day was 
the firſt day of the ſeventh month, 
thought it highly improper to indulge 
ſuch 


( 21 ) 

ſuch marks of ſorrow on a feſtival. 
They therefore addreſſed the people 
thus: This day is holy unto the Lord 
% your God; mourn not, nor weep. 
« Go your way, eat the fat, and drink 
ce the ſweet, and ſend portions unto 
e them for whom nothing is prepared: 
« for this day is holy unto the Lord : 
neither be ye ſorry; for the joy of the 
« Lord is your ſtrength. So the Le- 
« yites ſtilled all the people, ſaying, 
« Hold your peace; for the day is holy; 
c neither be ye grieved. And all the 
* people went their way, to eat and to 
* drink, and to ſend portions, and to 
* make great mirth : becauſe they had 
* underſtood the words that were de- 
* clared unto them.” On the follow- 
ing day the people were again aſſembled, 
and the law read. In this manner they 


continued till the fifteenth day of the 
month, 


( 22 ) 
month, which was the feaſt of taber- 
nacles ; nor does it, appear that they 
were interrupted by the day of atone- 


ment, on the roth, when they were to 
afflict their ſouls. 


On the 1 5th the feaſt of tabernacles 
was celebrated, after having been neg- 
lected ſince the days of Joſhua the fon 
of Nun, a period of near one thouſand 
years. During this time the law was 
read every day : but it ſhould ſeem as 
on the day of the blowing of trum- 
pets, only till mid-day: becauſe, other- 
wife, the people could not eaſily have 
feaſted in tabernacles, at the tops of 
their houſes, and in different high 
Rreets. Now as there appears to me 
no difference in the deſcription of theſe 
two feaſts and the ſabbath, except the 
addition of thoſe rites commemorative 
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1 
of their inſtitution, it leads me to ſup- 


poſe they were intended to be celebrat- 
ed in the ſame manner. 


After this we find Nehemiah, 
among other abuſes, very attentive to 
rectifying thoſe of the ſabbath. This 
[chapter ix. 1 5. ] he did by teſtifying 
againſt thoſe who were engaged in dif- 
ferent laborious occupations, and ſelling 
proviſions : and alſo by ſhutting the 
gates on the ſabbath againſt the men 
of Tyre, who brought fiſh and all kinds 
of ware, and ſold them to the children 
of Iſrael. But we do not find that he 
expreſſed any indignation againſt them, 
for diverting themſelves with different 
paſtimes and amuſements ; yet it will 
hardly be ſuppoſed they reſtrained them- 
ſelves in theſe, when they had ſo far 
forgotten the ſabbath as to preſs their 
| Vines, 
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vines, bring in their ſheaves, lade their 
aſſes, &. When the people renewed 
their covenant with God [chapter x.] 
they engage not to buy any ware that 
the people of the land brought on the 
ſabbath, but do not ſeem to think them- 
ſelves required to abſtain from amuſe- 
ments. 


The prophet Amos [chapter viii. 5.] 


ſpeaking of the wickedneſs of the chil- 


dren of Iſrael, which ſhould occaſion 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, chides 
them particularly for the impatience 
with which they ſubmitted to the ſab- 
bath and new moons, not becauſe they 
wiſhed to return to their diverſions, but 
to their occupations. | 


We have, I believe, only a ſingle in- 
ſtance ¶ Numb. xv. 32. Jof the profanation 
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of the ſabbath being puniſhed with death. 
Perhaps the recent delivery of the law, 
joined to the neceſſity of a ſevere diſci- 
pline during the long march through 
the wilderneſs, rendered ſuch an example 
the more neceſſary. The man was not, 
however, accuſed of abſence from pub- 
lic worſhip, for none was injoined, nor 
of amuſing himſelf, for the law took no 
cognizance of that, but of doing ſervile 
work; of gathering ſticks on the ſabbath- 
day, for which he was ſtoned by the ex- 
preſs order of God. 


In the fifty-eighth chapter of Iſaiah, 
there is a paſſage which has led ſome 
readers to ſuppoſe it was unlawful to 
follow amuſements on the ſabbath. In 
the beginning of the chapter, the pro- 
phet accuſes the people of faſting only, 
in oſtentatiouſly afflicting themſelves, 
while they neglected to looſe the bands 
E 


( 26 ) 
of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy bur- 
dens, and to let the oppreſſed go free; 
to deal bread to the hungry, and bring 
the poor, that ate caſt out, to their 
houſes; to clothe the naked, &c.—Af- 
ter this he makes a promiſe of bleſſings 
to them if they a& conformably to the 
law of God, which he concludes thus : 
*« If thou turn away thy foot from the 
0 ſabbath, from doing thy pleaſure on 
% my holy day, and call the ſabbath a 
«« delight, the holy of the Lord, ho- 
© norable, and ſhall honor him, not 
e doing thine own ways, nor finding 
« thine own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking 
* thine own words,” &c. 


Having before obſerved, that the days 
of reſtraint were often called ſabbaths, 
I had uſually ſuppoſed that this paſſage 
related to the improper manner of ob- 
ſerving the faſt, immediately before 
complained of by the prophet—But 

Dr. 
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1 
Dr. Lowth, the juſtice of whoſe verſion 


I cannot doubt, has tranſlated the paſ- 


ſage: ** and ſhall call the ſabbath a de- 
light, and the holy feaſt of Jehovah, 
<« honorable*;” by which it is evident- 
ly diſtinguiſhed from the former, which 
was a faſt, or day of reſtraint. 


There is, however, nothing in the 
paſſage to lead us to ſuppoſe the Al- 
mighty expected more of his people 
than he had expreſſly enjoined them.— 
The not doing thy pleaſure, can mean 
no more than not following their own 
inclination, which might be to employ 
their domeſtics in ſervile offices, or even 
to buy food, or, from avaricious motives, 
to engage in other improper buſineſs, 


See Dr. Lowth's note on this paſſage. 


See Parkhurſt's Greek Lexicon, page 255, article 
bene 
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( 28 ) 


or to ſhew an unkind behaviour to their 


inferiors; in this ſenſe it ſeems under- 


ſtood by the Septuagint, who tranſlate 
the verſe thus“: If thou turneſt away 
thy foot from the ſabbaths; not doing 
* thy will on that holy day, and calleſt 
* the ſabbaths delightful, holy to God: 
* doſt not lift up thy foot to work, nor 
« ſpeak aword in anger out of thy mouth.” 
As the prophet is not giving any new 
law, but only reminding the people of 
their duty, it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
his language can imply more than what 
was contained in the code. 


Thus it appears the ſtated ſabbath 
was a feſtival; and, as far as we can 
judge, to be obſerved like other feſtival 
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ſabbaths. It is not improbable, as the 
Jewiſh teachers grew more ſuperſtitious, 
that the duties of the ſabbath were made 
more ſevere andarkſome. Dr. Prideaux 
tells us, on Saturday the Jews uſed 
* to read as much of the ſcripture as 
they had read the other two pub- 
* lic days of the week; and this was 
repeated in the evening, beſide a 
* long ſtring of nineteen fixed prayers, 
and ſundry other occaſional ones, 
* which were to be repeated three 
times a day; for all which they had no 
* kind of authority from their di- 
vine law = giver; and our Saviour 
* ſeems to chide them much for their 


long prayers and frequent repeti- 
tions. 


Having thus endeavoured to ſhew the 
deſign of the ſabbath, permit me, Sir, to 
make a few obſervations on your aſſer- 
| -*- "on; 


45 
tion [page 31. ] © that the Chriſtian Le- 
giſlator does not ſeem to have abridged 1 
the commandments, and that there is ; 5 
no ſubſequent authority ſo much as 8 
* pretended to by Proteſtants. 5 


Wil It is not a little remarkable, that in 
} „. the parts of our Saviour's hiſtory where 
he is introduced as recapitulating the 
commanꝗments, he never mentions the 
ſabbath.” I mean not to inſiſt on this 
as a proof of its abolition, though Dr. 
M Watts is of opinion © our Saviour ſeem- 
| l 28 *ed to give hints, that the rigorous 
1 obſervance of the ceremonial ſabbath 
* was vaniſhing, when he told them the 
* Sor of Man was Lord of the ſabbath : 
* and bad the paralytic whom he had 
* healed, take up his bed and carry it on 
the ſabbath-day. We find it, however, 
his invariable practice, to comply with 
the cuſtoms of the country, where he 

could 
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could do it without a violation of what 
was right. — Though he objected to 
their long prayers, he regularly attended 
their ſynagogues, where they were con- 
ſtantly repeated, and in all things elſe, 
conformed to eſtabliſhed rules; reſerv- 
ing every reformation to the delivery of 
the new covenant, which was not to take 
place till after his death,—The enquity, 
therefore, ſhould be, Did the apoſtles 
aboliſh the whole Jewiſh ceremonial, 


or, did they reſerve the. ſabbath ? 


It is evident from a variety of paſ- 
ſages, that they conſidered the whole 
Jewiſh eſtabliſhment as what they 
deemed the childhood or minority of 
the church. That now it was grown 
mature, all the ſhackles of infancy were 
to be taken off; and a purer religion, 
conſiſtent with maturer life, and ripened 
judgment, was to take place [ Gal. iv. 
: et 
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et alibi]. In none of theſe paſſages 


where St. Paul fo frequently tells us 


of our being freed from the bondage of 
the law, | the conſtant term in the Old 
and New Teſtament for the Jewiſh re- 
velation] does he ever adviſe us to re- 


ſerve the ſabbath, or indeed any other 


part.— The precepts given us by our 


Saviour are every where comprehen- 


ſive, to point out our duty under the 
new covenant. But, leſt any thing 
ſhould have been omitted by the evan- 
geliſts, particularly in thoſe errors the 
followers of Chriſt might fall into, 
when they had no living guide to di- 
rect them, the acts of the apoſtles and 
their epiſtles to the different churches 
are a valuable ſupplement. By them 
we learn how eaſily this moſt amiable 
of all legiflations, this inſpired promul- 
gation of the religion of nature, this 


divine refinement of moral philoſophy, 
was 
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was abuſed and miſunderſtood, We 
learn alſo how difficult it was for thoſe 
who had voluntarily made a profeſſion 
of this religion, at all times to adhere 
ſtrictly to its precepts. We may there- 
fore conſider the epiſtles as the means 
of rectifying any miſconceptions that 
might ariſe of the goſpels, and adding 
whatever might not be ſufficiently ex- 
plained. As in moſt other caſes, the 
paſſions and prejudices of men were 
what they had chiefly to combat— 
more particularly the latter ; becauſe 
in them there was frequently mixed a 
degree of difintereſtedneſs, and ſeeming 
attention to order, 


The diſſenſions among the early be- 
lievers were almoſt coeval with the 
preaching of the goſpel to the Gentiles. 
While Paul and Barnabas were ac- 
quainting the belieyers of Antioch with 

F the 


6 


the directions of the Holy Ghoſt, that 
the goſpel ſhould be preached to the 
Gentiles, [Acts xiv. 26. and xv. ] cer- 
tain men who came from Judea endea- 
voured to perſuade the Gentile converts, 
that it was neceſſary for them to be ini- 
tiated into the Jewiſh church. So 
ſtrongly impreſſed were the Jews with 
this opinion, and ſo much does it ſeem 
to have affected the Gentile converts, 
that the two apoſtles, finding them- 
ſelves unequal to the taſk of convincing 
them, or unwilling to truſt to their own 
judgment, propoſed going, in company 
with ſome others, to Jeruſalem, to refer 
the queſtion to the apoſtles and elders. 
At the meeting held on this occaſion, 
the arguments of Peter, who had been 
appointed by Almighty God to preach 
the goſpel to the Gentiles, were ſuffi- 
cient to convince the aſſembly. After 
this James made a propoſal (ver. 22, 

23. 


© 33-3 
23, 24, 28, 29.) which pleaſed the 
apoſtles, the elders, and the whole 
church; © to ſend choſen men of their 
> <« gown company to Antioch, with Paul 
ce and Barnabas, Judas, ſurnamed Bar- 
ce ſabas, and Silas, chief men among 
e the brethren.—And they wrote let- 
ce ters by them, after this manner 
« The apoſtles and elders, and bre- 
te thren, ſend greeting unto the brethren 
«© which are of the Gentiles in Antioch, 
| « Syria, and Cilicia—Foraſmuch as 
we have heard that certain who went 
 <* out from us have troubled you with 
* words ſubverting your fouls, ſaying, 
ye muſt be circumciſed, and keep 
c the law, to whom we gave no ſuch 
bt * commandment—it ſeemed good to 
the Holy Ghoſt, and to us, to lay 
no greater burthen than theſe neceſſary 
* things, that ye abſtain from meats of- 
« fered to idols, and from blood, and from 
F 2 « things 
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e things ſtrangled, and from unlawful 
connections: from which if ye keep 
“ yourſelves, ye ſhall do well. Fare 
« ye well.” — This epiſtle, ſanctioned 
by ſuch high authority as the whole 
church, and delivered by the apoſtles, 
was very grateful to the converts; and 
we do not find that the opinions of 
the Jews gave the apoſtles any more 
trouble in Antioch. But in many 
of the other churches they had ſi- 
milar difficulties, not only with the 
Jewiſh, but the heathen converts, who 
were too apt to mix ſome of their old 
idolatries with the purity of the Chriſ- 
tian worſhip.— The former, however, 
were the moſt plauſible, both on ac- 
count of the high authority from which 
they derived their origin, as well as the 
example of the Founder of the new 
religion. 


2 


1412 


In the epiſtle to the Romans, St. 
Paul accuſeth the believers of condemn- 
ing each other about things indifferent 
in themſelves, and adviſes the moſt en- 
larged charity on ſubjects of this kind. 
[Romans xiv. paſlim.]—* One be- 
lieveth that he may eat all things; 
«© another, who is weak, eateth herbs.— 
Let not him that eateth deſpiſe him 
« that eateth not: and let not him that 
e eateth not deſpiſe him that eateth: for 
« God hath received him. One man 
* eſteemeth one day above another 
te another eſteemeth every day alike : 
* let every man be fully perſuaded in 
* his own mind. He that regardeth 
ce the day, regardeth it unto the Lord: 
* and he that regardeth not the day, to 
Lord he doth not regard it.” 


To the Galatians he is much more 
pointed, [chapter iii. iv.] accuſing them, 
after 


1 

after they were admitted into the religion 
of Chriſt, and by that means delivered 
from the abſurd ceremonies of Pagan- 

iſm, of wiſhing again to be in bondage, 

by an attention to rites the goſpel had 

freed him and his countrymen from: 

The law,“ ſays he, © was our ſchool- 

e maſter to bring us to Chriſt ; but the 
* faith being come, we are no longer 

% under a ſchool-maſter.— Howbeit, 

adds he afterwards, „ye obſerve days, 
* and months, and times, and years.” 


In his epiſtle to the Coloſſians, 
[chapter ii.] he is particularly pointed 
againſt all cuſtoms and opinions given 
by philoſophy, or tradition; after this 
{ verſes 14, 16, 17. | he takes occaſion 
to obſerve, that Chriſt had ſuperſeded 
all the Jewiſh ordinances. * Blotting 
out the hand-writing of ordinances 
* that was againſt us, which was con- 

% trary 


639) 
* trary to us, and took it out of the 
wap, nailing it to his croſs.— Let no 
* man, therefore, judge you in meat or 
1 * in drink, or in reſpect of an holy 
*: % day, or of new moons, or ſabbaths 


which are a ſhadow of things to 
„ come, but the body is of Chriſt.” 


yy all theſe it appears, that the whole 
of the Jewiſh ritual is aboliſhed, and 


3 being a part of it, it is expreſſly men- 
tioned as a thing equally indifferent with 
= meats, drinks, holy days, or new moons; 
3 which, though ſome men obſerved from 
5 good motives, and therefore ought not 
to be thought leſs of, yet ſhould be im- 
$ * poſed on none. 


It remains now that we examine the 
= molt common plea, perhaps becauſe 
the moſt difficult to be aſcertained, the 
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( 49 ) 
cuſtom of the apoſtles and the primitive 
Chriſtians. | 


If we admit that the apoſtles had a 
cuſtom of meeting on the firſt day of 
the week, it is plain they affixed no 
particular ſanctity ; but the ſtate of the 
church might make it neceſſary. This, 
we are told, was the caſe with reſpect to 
that community of wealth in which the 
early converts lived, and that they did, 
appears much plainer than that they 
paid any particular reſpe& to Sunday. 


It is not a little remarkable, that the 
firſt account we have of the tranſac- 
tions after our Saviour's death is, 
Luke xxiii. and xxiv.] that the women 
returned home, and prepared ſpices and 
ointments, it being the day before the 
ſabbath ; but on the ſabbath they reſted, 
according to the commandment, not 
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the pious buſineſs of embalming our Lord. 
Early on the following morning, being 
the firſt day of the week, they came to 
the ſepulchre for the above purpoſe.— 
Aſtoniſhed at what they ſaw, they re- 
turned, and told it to the eleven and all 
the reſt.— At firſt the circumſtance 
was not credited by them, and Peter 
took ſome pains to ſatisfy himſelf, but 
ſeems ſtill to have remained in ſuſ- 
pence. Hitherto therefore the diſciples 
could have no religious reaſon for aſ- 
ſembling on the firſt day, as they even 
doubted whether their Lord was riſen. 
Afterwards, however, two of his diſ- 
ciples walked to Emmaus, which was 
between ſeven and eight miles diſtant 
from Jeruſalem, where our Lord joined 
them on the road, entered into conver- 
ſation with them, explained the ſcrip- 
tures, and manifeſted himſelf. In the 


8 evening 


( 42 ) 


| 

| 
il evening it is not to be wondered at if 

they were all gathered together, to com- 
mune on ſo intereſting a ſubject; and 
then we find our Lord kindly removing 
their doubts, by appearing among them; 
when he opened their eyes, ſo that they 
perceived the ſcriptures, or, as St. John 
on expreſſes it, breathed on them, and 
Wil! ſaid, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt.” 


By this hiſtory it appears, firſt, that 
if the new ſabbath was inſtituted during 
our Lord's life time, Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, and Mary, the mother of James, 
were ſo ignorant as to obſerve th old. 
That if it was not inſtituted till after the 
giving of the Holy Ghoſt, the firſt 
aſſembly of the diſciples was prior to 
that event, and conſequently could not 
be the effect of ſuch an inſtitution : and 
thirdly, we have no reaſon, from any 
part of the hiſtory, to think the day 

was 


t it J 


was obſerved with the ſmalleſt ſolem- 
nity.— John gives an account of a ſe- 
cond appearance of Chrift, to remove 
the ſcruples of Thomas. And after 
« eight days, again the diſciples were 
« within, and Thomas with them; 
* thencame Jeſus, the doors being ſhut, 
„ and ſtood in the midſt of them, &c.“ 
Will any impartial perſon pretend to 
ſay, there is any thing in this paſſage 
that ſpeaks of an holy or conſtituted 
meeting ? But, leſt we ſhould ſuppoſe 
our Saviour's appearance twice on the 
ſame dayof the week, ſhould particularly 
ſantify that day, the next inſtance we 
are told of is while ſeven of his fol- 
lowers were engaged in their cuſtomary 
occupation of fiſhing.— This therefore 
was either not Sunday, or if it was, the 
diſciples were not employed as on a 


ſabbath. 
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As the acts of the apoſtles furniſh on/y 
a fingle inſtance of a meeting of diſciples 


on the firſt day of the week, you will 


excuſe me if I am a little particular in 
deſcribing it :—[chapter xx.] © And 
s upon the firſt day of the week, when 
te the diſciples came together, to break 
* bread, Paul preached unto them, ready 
* to depart on the morrow. When 
«therefore he was come up again, 


« [ after raiſing Eutychus] and had bro- 


« ken bread, and eaten, and talked a 
« long while, even until break of day, fo 


„he departed.” Tis very plain in this 


paſſage, that the diſciples were met to- 
gether to break bread, and that it was 
on the firſt day of the week, and that 
Paul preached: But are we from thence 
to conclude, that any particular ſanc- 


tity was affixed to the day? In the ſe- 


cond chapter of the Acts, ['verſe 4 to 


the end,] we find that three thouſand, 
who 
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who were converted, continued ſted- 
« faſtly in breaking of bread, and in 

e prayer, and all that believed were 
* together, and had all things in com- 
* mon, and ſold their poſſeſſions and 
goods, and parted them unto all men, 
* as every man had need; and they 
te continued daily with one accord 
e in the temple, and breaking bread 
te from houſe to houſe, did eat their 
* meat with gladneſs.” This explains 
to us what is often meant by breaking 
bread, v7z. that friendly intercourſe of 
eating together, which afterwards, when 
the cuſtom of living in common became 
leſs neceſſary, acquired the name of 
love-feaſts; and which were, at one 
time, the great ornament of the Chriſ- N 
tian religion. It ſeems highly proba- 
ble, that St. Paul partook of, and per- 

haps, from his ſacred character, preſided 

at one of theſe charity ſuppers, to tak 

his 


646) 
his leave of the diſciples, the night be- 
fore his departure from Troas. | 
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The reaſon why the firſt day of the 
week was fixed upon for theſe feſtivals 
we may collect from St. Paul's firſt 
epiſtle to the Corinthians, which is 
generally ſuppoſed to have been written 
a year before this tranſaction, [1 Cor. 
XVI. 1. ] Now, concerning the col- 
election for the ſaints, as I have given 
© orders for the churches of Galatia, 
* ſo do ye: upon the firſt day of the 
* week let every one of you lay by him in 
* ſtore, that there be no gatherings 
*« when I come.“ —It was abſolutely 
neceflary that ſome meeting ſhould be 
fixed, to enquire into the diſtreſſes of 
the brethren, particularly thoſe of Jeru- 
falem, who were often oppreſſed, and 
the firſt day of the week was as conveni- 


ent as any other time. Nothing could 
8 - 
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be more natural than at meetings of 
this kind, to celebrate their love-feaſts, 
to comfort one another under the various 
oppreſſions of the church. St. Paul ob- 
ſerves, that he had already given this 
direction to the Chriſtians of Galatia; 
from whence it might eaſily have tra- 
velled to Troas, and probably was adopt- 
ed by many of the churches.— And it 
were much to be wiſhed, that fo pious 
a cuſtom as a weekly meeting, not only 
to worſhip God, but to enquire into the 
wants of poor brethren, to take a repaſt 
in common, and to receive letters from 
different places under circumſtances of 
diſtreſs, were continued to this day, in- 
ſtead of a ſuperſtitious obſervation, for 
which, we have no Chriſtian authority, 
which, from the name we have given 
it, and the ſource ſome of us derive it, 
we are abſolutely forbidden to impoſe 
on our brethren, and which is either 


found 


( 48 ) 


found irkſome, or altogether neglected 

by many well-diſpoſed Chriſtians.— 
But we find St. Paul preached unto them. 
It would indeed have been ſtrange if he 
had neglected ſuch an opportunity, 
when ſo many of the diſciples were ga- 
thered together, and he was to leave 
them the next morning: But that nei- 
ther this nor any other day was parti- 
cularly ſet apart for preaching, is evi- 
dent from a variety of paſlages, 


In the thirteenth chapter, verſe 14, 
we find Paul and Barnabas entering 
into a ſynagogue at Antioch, in Piſidia, 
on the ſabbath; doubtleſs becauſe of 
the opportunity it afforded them of 
meeting many of the Jews, and, as it 
proved Gentiles collect ed together. — 
After the cuſtomary readings were over, 
the rulers of the ſynagogue obſerving 
ſome ſtrangers who were Jews, addreſſed 

them 


6 


them in the manner uſual on ſuch occa- 
ſions; begging them, if they had any 
word of exhortation for the people, to 
ſay on. — Paul inſtantly ſeized the op- 
portunity of explaining the prophecies 
concerning the Meſſiah, and proving 
Jeſus muſt be the perſon. The fairneſs 
of his reaſoning, and the juſtneſs of his 
concluſions, induced the Gentiles, at the 
breaking up of the ſynagogue, to in- 
treat that the ſame diſcourſe might be 
preached to them by the next ſabbath. 
One might have expected Paul on this 
application to have explained to them, 
that among Chriſtians it was more cuſ- 
tomary to meet not on the Jewiſh fab - 
bath, but the firſt day of the week. — 
On the contrary, we find | verſe 44] 
on © the next ſabbath-day came almoſt 
the whole city together to hear the word 
* of God.” -The ſabbath day was very 
naturally choſen by the diſciples, not 
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41 
indeed as a ſacred day, but for preach- 
ing the word of God, on account of 
the opportunity it afforded them of at- 
tending the ſynagogues. — Thus in 
Philippi. | chapter xvi. verſe 13. ] At 
Theſſalonica, | chapter xvii. verſe 2. | 


Paul reaſoned with them out of the 
* ſcriptures at the ſynagogue, three ſab- 


* bath days.” At Corinth, [chapter xviii. 
verſe 4.] we are told that Paul, for 
the convenience of working at his trade, 
lodged with one Aquila, who was alſo 
a tent-maker; And he reaſoned in 
* the ſynagogue every ſabbath-day, and 
6 perſuaded the Jews and the Gentiles.“ 


He 


* It was probably ſome ſuch circumſtance, as 
well as the phraſe, wiz oz6Caruy, that induced Hoſpe- 
nenius to ſay, that St. Paul indifferently obſerved the 
Jewiſh and the Chriſtian ſabbath. Though this is at once 
giving up the point, as to dedicating a day, yet even 
the fact cannot be fairly inferred from the mere circum- 
ſtance of his preaching on each of thoſe days. As to 


l 


5 
He continued at Corinth a year and ſix 
months, under the protection of the 
Roman Governor, who refuſed to liſten 
to the ſuggeſtions of the Jews on any 


wiz rer ougarwy, the moſt natural interpretation, I 
confeſs, appears to me one day from the ſabbath, or 
the firſt day after the ſabbath, or of the week, That one 
of the Jabbaths could not be the meaning is evident, be- 
cauſe, then St. Paul's direction to the Corinthians would 
not be ſufficiently exphcit. Hoſpenenius, though a 
warm advocate for feaſts, acknowledges that Chrift 
and his apoſtles having appointed none, every church is 
at liberty to fix her own, Ille tamen determinationes 
liberæ ſunt non abſolute neceſſariæ. 

De Feſtis Chriſtian. f. 8, 

In deſcribing the feſtival of the ſabbath among the 
Jews, he takes much pains to ſhew they did not conſider 
it a day of reſtraint; and that, though they attended 
their ſynagogues, they thought the more they indulged 
themſelves in feſtivity and pleaſure, the better they ob- 
ſerved the ſabbath. | 

In lucem ſturtunt voluptatibus indulgendi cauſa 
quanto plus voluptatis inde percipiunt tanto devotius 
ſabbathum obſervare et colere arbitrantur, 

Ultra tempus meridianum jejunare et orare vetitum— 
convivium ſabbatinum celebrant magno cum gaudio et 
Iztitia——prandium meridianum ſæpe ad veſpertinum 
uſque durat, De Feſtis Judeorum, f. 48. 
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ſubject that related to religion: During 
e his ſtay he taught the word of God 
« among them.” — As we have no ac- 
count of his varying his manner of life 
during this time, we may conclude he 
continued to labour at his trade, all the 
time he could ſpare from teaching the 
word of God; nor are we informed 
of any day on which he deſiſted, or 
which he conſidered as particularly 
devoted to religious offices.* 


In the twenty-firſt chapter we are 
told of Paul's paſſing ſeven days in Tyre, 
in his way to Jeruſalem, becauſe there 


* I am aware that moſt Chriſtians are ready to admit, 
that provided a day is appointed, 'tis not of much con- 
ſequence which that day may be.—If therefore, St. 
Paul preached on the Jewiſh ſabbath, this was reaſon 
enough for his not ſetting apart the firſt day for religi- 
ous purpoſes. —But there is much difference between 
appointing a time for meeting in an aſſembly to worſhip 
God, and requiring the whole of that day to be kept 
free from labour or amuſement, 


Were 
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were diſciples in that place. No men- 
tion is made of any particular aſſembly 
of the believers on either of thoſe ſeven 
days, and on the eighth, we are inform- 
ed, he took ſhipping. —When St. Paul 
was afterwards in Rome, he invited the 
Jews to a conference on the ſubject of 
his apoſtolic office; the Jews wiſhed to 
be better informed, and a day was ap- 
pointed, when they met at Paul's lodg- 
ings, and he perſuaded them from morn- 
ing to evening, &c.—Here was a fixed 
or appointed day, as there mult always be 
for every meeting of a number of people; 
but the day ſeems to have been a matter 
of indifference. —After this, Paul re- 
* mained two years in his hired houſe 
«© at Rome, and received all that came 
to him, preaching the kingdom of 
„God, teaching thoſe things which 
concerned the Lord Jeſus Chriſt with 
* all confidence, no one forbidding 
him.“ 


cc 


( $4.) 
& him.” Here, ſurely, was a fair op- 
portunity of fixing a fingle day of the 
week for his pious Jabours, and for a 
general aſſembly of the believers for 
prayer, &c. but nothing of this kind 
appears in the ſacred text.—It is not 
indeed improbable, but there were fixed 
or appointed days for Chriſtians to meet 
for the purpoſe of public worſhip, and 
to hear the ſcriptures explained, as well 
for their own advantage as for the con- 
venience of Paul, who throughout his 
miniſtry continued labouring with his 
hands.—Whether this was any fixed 
day of the week, or only an adjournment, 
to ſuit the general convenience, we are 
no where informed, nor have we the 
ſmalleſt hint that any ſanctity was af- 
fixed thereto, or that ſuch part of it 
as was not ſpent in company with the 
apoſtle, was not devoted to the common 
occupations of lite, 


In 
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In addition to what has been obſerved 
of the injunctions of the apoſtles not 
to impoſe on others any part of the 
Jewiſh ordinances, we may remark, that 
in no one of the epiſtles do we meet 
with a ſingle hint about the ſacred ob- 
ſervation of a day ; nor are the diſciples 
of any of the churches exhorted to be 
more reverend on, or pay more regard to, 
or accuſed of profaning it. — The He- 
brews are adviſed not to forget aſſem- 
bling themſelves together, as the man- 
* ner of ſome is, and in the epiſtles of 
Jude and Peter, the Chriſtians are ad- 
viſed to guard themſelves againſt thoſe 
falſe teachers, who abuſed and inter- 
rupted the harmony of their love- feaſts, 
or charity entertainments : Tis true, 
theſe aſſemblies are not inforced like 
thoſe various duties, the practice of 
which is every where taught as abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to ſalvation ; yet, they 


are 
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are at leaſt ſpoken of as an approved 
cuſtom, and in a manner that would 
induce every good Chriſtian to make 
them a part of his duty.—The ſame 
cannot be ſaid of allotting a whole 
day for any purpoſe whatever ; how 
then are we to account for ſuch remiſs- 
neſs in inforcing an attention to this 
Chriſtian palladium, by the due obſervation 
or neglect of which Chriſtianity muſt 


fand or fall? They certainly did not 


conſider this as the main bulwark of 
the city of God; for, though the jincere 
(the inſpired) /o/dzers of the great Cap- 


tain of our ſalvation, they never exerted 


themſeFoes in preſerving this divine Fort 
of Revelation againſt the confederated at- 
tacks of the world and the devil. Where 


then are we to find any directions for a 
ſabbath, it we wiſh to know 'our duty 
in ſo important a concern? We are 
told, the cuſtoms of the carly Chriſtians 


are 
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are a ſufficient authority. But many of 
theſe we muſt take on truſt, like the 
diſciples of a benighted religion, and 
others, for which we have ſufficient 


evidence, Proteſtants have long ago ex- 
ploded. 
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To ſatisfy myſelf on the ſubject, I have 
examined all the authorities brought by 
Lord King ; which Dr. Watts thought. 
it ſufficient to epitomiſe, after peruſing 
Dr. Young, Mr. Baxter, Mr. Placett, 
and Dr. Wright. To prevent confu- 
ſion, I have availed myſelf of Dr. 
Lardner's chronological order. 


r 


St. Barnabas's Epiſtle, if really writ- 
ten by St. Paul's fellow-labourer, ſtands 
as early as A. D. 71. Dr. Lardner ex- 
preſſes ſome doubts on the ſubject. 
Moſheim ſuppoſes the author a Jew, 
who probably lived in this century, of 

9 mean 
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mean abilities, and ſuperſtitious attach- 
ment to Jewiſh fables; and, notwith- 
ſtanding the fairneſs of his intentions, 
of a very different character from Paul's 
companion.* Mr. Jones abſolutely de-. 
termines it could not be written by the 
apoſtle of that name. The paſlage of 
which Lord King quotes part of a ſen- 
tence, F runs thus: The creation of 
the world in fix days, is conſidered 
as a type of the once generally re- 
ceived tradition, that in ſix thouſand 
years all things would be brought to 
an end. This is proved by the ex- 
preſſion, © A thouſand years are in 
* his hand as one day.” By reſting 
on the ſeventh is meant, that in the 
ſeven thouſandth year the Son would 
come, and deſtroy evil, changing the 
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Lord King. 
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moon and ſtars, &c. and happily 
reſt in the ſeventh. He proceeds, 
« Your ſabbaths“ and your new moons 
I cannot bear” (by which God means 
* their preſent ſabbaths are not agreeable 
* to him); but thoſe which I made, 
* when, putting an end to all things, 
© I ſhall make a beginning of the eighth 
day: that is, of another world. For 
* which reaſon we /ook on the eighth 


* day with pleaſure, on which Jeſus roſe 
from the dead. 


I truſt this tranſlation to your can- 


dour, as well as to determine what we 
can learn, or whether we can learn any 


thing from the paſſage, if we with to be 
inſtructed in our duty. 


Haak i. 13. 
+ Cotelerii Collect. Epiſt. Barnabæ. The old Latin 


verſion is in legationem. Cotelerius has in Hr tiliam, 
preferring the Greek text. See his notes in locum. 
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If we admit that the author of St. 


Clement's Epiſtle to the Corinthians 
is the perſon of that name mentioned 
by St. Paul, we mult allow much, as 
all writers have done, for the great un- 


_ certainty of the only copy that is come 


to our hands.“ 


Dr. Lardner fixes the date of the 
Epiſtle about 94, and ſuppoſes it written 
to remove ſome diſſentions about their 
ſpiritual guides. The author, after re- 
commending love, humility, and all the 
Chriſtian virtues, as well as good order, 
obſerves, that God in his higheſt wiſdom 
has appointed times, ſeaſons, and places 
for performing our religious duties. 
That if we expect a bleſſing on our ſer- 
vices, we ſhould do them at regular 
and ſtated times. The proper offices, 
continues he, * are allotted to the chief 


* See Dr. Lardner, Moſheim, and others. 


* prieſts, 


ta 3 


« prieſts, and the proper place to the 
* prieſts, to the Levites their functions, 
and to the laity theirs.““ 


Though his Lordſhip would infer 
from this paſſage, that in the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation ſtated times were appointed 
by God for worſhip, yet, with ſub- 
miſſion, I ſhould conceive the whole 
mult be referred to the Jewiſh eſtabliſh- 
ment; and the expreſſion, laity (Mz) ren- 
ders the date a little uncertain, 


St. Ignatius comes next in order. 
Dr. Lardner dates his martyrdom 107, 
and prefers, as moſt authors do, the 
ſmaller edition of his epiſtles. Dr. 
Watts adopts the following tranſlation 
from Lord King of a paſſage in the 
epiſtle to the Magneſians. Let us no 


* Epiſt, i. Clementis Romani, cap. 48. 


longer 
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longer ſabbatize, but keep the Lord's 
* day (or live according to the Lord's life 
* on which {day} our life aroſe by him.” 
It will not immediately occur to every 
reader, that to keep the Lord's day, 
and live according to the Lord's life, 


are the ſame thing, eſpecially as the 
word day 1s in no part of the text. 
We may however find in the end that 
there is not much difference. 


The literal tranſlation of the paſ- 
ſage you will allow to be as follows. 
If then ſuch as having been verſed in 
* old things, have come to a newneſs of 
hope, no longer attending to ſabbaths, 
but living according to the Lord's life, 
* (or à hfe according to the Lord's) in 
* which our life aroſe by him, and by 
his death.'* If we ſupply the word 

day 
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day to the ſecond mode of tranſlating, 
(within the parentheſis) the advice will 
be, to live a life according to the Lord's 
day ; or to ſpend every day like the 
Lord's; which when a man has done 
a few weeks, he will find he ſpends 
the Lord's day like every other. 


His Lordſhip refers us next to Juſtin 
Martyr, who is dated by Dr. Lardner 
thirty-three years after Ignatius. Be- 
fore we conſider the paſſage quoted 
from this great man in favor of our 
Chriſtian ſabbath, it may not be amiſs 
to extract a few paſſages from his dia- 


&c. Dr, Pearſon is of opinion with Cotelerius & 
importune inſertam.—I cannot help thinking „ara, 
which the Doctor tranſlates ſecundum, and Cotelerius 
Juxta, is as much ſo, I would further obſerve, no pre- 
vious inſtance is pretended of uvg.zzn meaning dies do- 
minica, nor any of the term g. xverwn but in the 


Revelations; where the phraſe is of very doubtful 
meaning. 


logue 
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logue with Trypho the Jew. In this 
he gives an account of his converſion 
from paganiſm, and ſpeaks every where 
of the Chriſtian diſpenſation with the 
reſpect it deſerves above the Jewiſh 
ritual. Of all the parts of which, he 
ſeems to conſider the ſabbaths the moſt 
indifferent, temporary, and peculiar to 
the Iſraelites. * The patriarchs, ſays 
he, are called juſt men, though they 
* obſerved no ſabbaths to the time of 
< Moſes. In his days, the people being 
given to idolatry in the wilderneſs, 
God thought proper to inſtitute cer- 
© tain rites, to direct ſacrifices to be 
* made to his name, to keep you from 
* idols, and ordered you to obſerve a 
ſabbath, “ that you might know God 
your deliverer, and to abſtain from 
certain meats,” &c. In another paſ- 


* Faerie vw nave, Dial. in Tryph, 237. edit. 
Paris. vel Oxon, 


ſage, 


= 


ſage, The new law requires you to 
keep a ſabbath conſtantly, (or in 
every thing) but you paſſing a ſingle 
day in idleneſs, think you have ful- 
filled your religious duties, without 
conſidering why the commandment 
* was given you. 


After this Trypho enquires whether 
Juſtin conſidered all the Jews as ex- 
empt from ſalvation: to which the 
latter anſwers, that ſuch as had perſe- 
cuted Chriſt, without repenting, were 
excluded; and other nations, who re- 
pented, and received Chriſt, would ſhare 
the inheritance with the patriarchs and 
the faithful deſcendants of Jacob; even 
without obſerving a ſabbath, or attend- 
ing to feaſts,* &c. He then adduces va- 


+ FafBarifew vwas o Kai voor Nararroo thin xa 
v guad ag, Target evotBur faxwrs, &. Dial, 229. 
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rious prophecies, to ſhew the direliction 
of the Jews and calling of the Gen- 

tiles : when Trypho reminds him of a 
| promiſe made to the Jews, if | they ob- 
ſerved properly their ſabbaths, and 
quotes the paſſage in Iſaiah we have 
before cited, (page 28.) nearly in the 
words of the Septuagint. *—Afterwards, 
If any one is a thief, or perjured, let 
© him ceaſe from wickedneſs; if an 
* adulterer, let him repent, and then 
« will he have obſerved the true and 


* agreeable ſabbath of God. Tara 
ra Teva 125 ahaha oufBata bs. Dial. 299. c. 


The paſſage quoted by the noble 
author is from Juſtin's ſecond apology, 
where the martyr obſerves, that on 
Sunday there is a meeting of all the 


But as the ſupplementary word ogyn is omitted, the 
tranſlations may be ſuppoſed different, and not copies 
of each other. See fol. 246. 
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inhabitants of town and country, when 
the ſcriptures are read, and the people 
encouraged to imitate the example there 
laid before them. After this, contis 
nues he, * all riſe to prayer, which be- 
* ing over, bread and wine and water 
are brought, as I have before deſcribed. 
When all have communicated, the 
* deacons ſend to ſuch as are abſent. 
* After this a general contribution is 
made, according to the abilities or, 
* inclination of each, and what is col- 
© lected is reſerved by the preſident fer 
© the uſe of widows and orphans, the 
* fick and needy, travellers who may ar- 
«© rive, * &c. 


Though every one muſt allow the 
propriety of fixing a time for ſuch im- 
portant and praiſe-worthy purpoſes, yet 


* Apol. f. 98. | 
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they ſeem rather to conſecrate the day, 
than the day them. Juſtin, as we 
ſhall find preſently, does not pretend 
to a divine authority for their chooſing 
Sunday, nor does he hint that the reſt 
of the day was religiouſly obſerved. 
Mr. Baxter, in anſwer to this, ſays, 
that theſe offices, joined to the cate- 
chumens, love-feaſts, &c. were enough 
to engroſs a whole day; but it will be 
ſhewn hereafter that this was not the 
caſe in all the churches; nor would it 
prove any ſanctity in the day, though 
the multitude of catechumens ſhould 


frequently protract the bufineſs to the 
hour of the love-feaſts. 


The next original author is Clemens 
of Alexandria, who brings us to the 
year of our Lord 194. St. Clement 
tells us, that a practical, well-informed 
Chriſtian, 
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Chriſtian,* would ſee plainly, that by 
faſting Wedneſday and Friday, was 
meant to-abſtain from incontinence and 
the love of gain.F That © he who 
© obſerves the commandment according 
to the goſpel, makes that the Lord's 
* day, when he caſts away every fooliſh 
* thought, and takes up prudent ones, 
in that glorifying the reſurreQion.'? 


Torte 1D. 


+ Thoſe days being conſecrated by ay Pagans to Mer- 
cury and Venus. 


* Ouroo evroAyy KATH To br GG xuEh 
inn Yu maigay ot, or ay avoSanu Kc. Strom, 
vii. f. 887. (non marginali) edit. Oxon. 


Lord King tranſlates this paſſage a little differently. 
A true Chriſtian, according io the commands of the goſpel, 
obſerves the Lord's day by caſting out all evil thoughts, and 
entertaining profitable ones, Though Tw may admit of 
this interpretation, yet that will not bring the ſentence to 
his Lordſhip's interpretation, while «ym remains im- 
fortune inſertam. We have another inſtance of a ſmall 
inaccuracy in this author; part 2. page 8. ſect. 6. E, 
ruth. ayw. Here his Lordſhip has thought the 
little prepoſition « beneath his notice. 

Now 


n 

Now all this, Clement obſerves a little 
lower, every good Chriſtian will do all 
day, andevery day, Adopting the elegant 

language uſed by Cicero, on a much leſs 

noble ſubject, he continues, The 
Chriſtian * finds great pleaſure in ſpeak - 
* ing and doing the commandments of 
© God night and day; not only early, 
* and through the day, but walking 
* and ſleeping; and alſo teaches his 
© ſon, never departing from the com- 
* mandment and hope, and always giv- 
* ing thanks, as the animal creation are 


* allegorically deſcribed by Iſaiah.” 


Though in this paſſage Clement does 
not ſeem to think any religious duty 
attached to the obſervance of theſe 
days, yet it may be fairly inferred, that 
the generality of Chriſtians did : and 
that the Montaniſts did appears very 
Pen by Tertullian, who lived at the 

- ſame 


3 
ſame period. This gloomy Chriſtian, 
who, like the other followers of Mon- 
tanus, not only thought the Jewiſh 
ritual ſtill incumbent on Chriſtians, but 
even multiplied faſts and auſterities in 
every poſſible mode, conſidered Sunday 
as a day on which it was unlawful to 
faſt, or kneel in worſhip. On Sunday, 
ſays he, we indulge ourſelves to mirth 
and joyfulneſs. From his book on 
faſting we have the following quota- 
tion. How trifling are the prohibi- 
tions of meats among us. We offer 
* to God two weeks of faſting in the 
* year, and not the whole of them, for 


we except the ſabbaths and Lord's 
days. 


As we have now arrived at a period 
in which we muſt admit with certainty 


Diem Socis lætitiæ indulgeriens. See Lord King 
on the ſubject. 


an 
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an obſervation of the ſabbath from re- 
ligious motives, indulge me for a few 
moments, while we conſider how far 
the cuſtoms of Chriſtians before this 
time ſhould influence ſucceeding gene- 
"rations, as well as how far we are to 
admit that a ſabbath is part of a Chriſ- 
tian's duty, from ſuch authorities. 
The quotation from Barnabas, how an- 
cient ſoever the Epiſtle may be, is 
much too obſcure to inſtruct us in a 
doubtful or momentous point; nor does 
it hint at any divine or apoſtolic au- 
thority.“ The fair meaning, I confeſs, 


appears 


* Cotelerius, in endeavouring to prove that by this 
paſſage is intended the religious obſervance of Sun- 
day, is not aſhamed to produce three evidences, to 
two of which, contrary to his uſual exactneſs, he gives 
no references. Firſt, Irenzus, who ſays they derive 
from the apoſtles the directions not to faſt or kneel on 
the Lord's day, or during Pentecoſt. This is to be met 
with only in the Queſt. et Reſpon. ad Authod. à work aſ- 
cribed by ſome to Juſtin, but of no certain author or 
date. 


E269 


appears to me,. that the day of Chriſt's 
reſurrection muſt ever be reviewed with 
pleaſure by every good Chriſtian. That 
of Ignatius, every man of candour will 
allow, involved in ſtill greater obſcu- 
rity, if we are to ſuppoſe him ſpeak- 
ing of the Lord's day. Juſtin Martyr 
writes with a preciſion that admits of 
no doubt, of a meeting of Chriſtians 
on Sunday. But while he gives no 
other reaſon for their fixing on this 
day, than becauſe on it God began the 
creation, and Chriſt aroſe from the dead, 


date. Q. 115. It would prove, however, more than 
the Chriſtians of the preſent age will require, Two 
paſſages of Ignatius, one of which is from his interpo- 
lated Epiſtle (here called Epift. ad Magneſios) and is 
only a miſrepreſentation of the quotation we have al- 
ready conſidered of that author. The other, from the 
epiſtle to the Philippians, aſcribed to Ignatius, but not 
admitted to be his. This declares every perſon who 
fuſts on the ſabbath; or Eord's day, guilty of the mur- 
der of Chriſt. ygiororoo, A little too much alſo for 
theſe times. 

| A 1 he 
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he adduces the authority of ſcripture 
for their opinions of the euchariſt, which 
no torture of language can make other 
than that of elements tranſmuted by 
prayer and thankſgiving, * and this in the 
ſentence immediately preceding his ac- 
count of Sunday. Clemens Alexan- 
drinus ſpeaks of the ſtationary and the 
Lord's days, in nearly the ſame language, 
and conſiders living a good life as keep- 
ing them all. Tertullian, amidſt all 
the faſting, watching, and other abſur- 
dities of the Montaniſts, eſteemed 

Sunday as a day on which he was to 
enjoy himſelf; and all theſe rites he 
ſpeaks of with equal authority. 


But the memorable diſpute concern- 
ing Eaſter, which divided the weſtern 


Exe Ts oagzoronberoa Inos 1a Taguce Kai wifhc £04- 
Fax nu was | 


Juſtin ut ſupra, 
from 


E 
from the eaſtern churches, is of higher 
date than either of the two laſt men- 
tioned authors; and in this Polycarp, 
biſhop of Smyrna, a martyr, and one 
who had converſed with the apoſtles, 
and is ſaid to have been ordained by 
St. John, appears at the head of the 
Aſiatic cauſe. This good man tra- 
velled to Rome to confer with Anicet, 
biſhop of that place, on an amicable 
method of determining the difference. 
The conference was carried on with a 
degree of temper, that it were well if 
all Chriſtians obſerved, eſpecially in 
matters of doubt and uncertainty ; yet, 
as both parties pleaded the authority 


of different apoſtles, the ſchiſm remained 
as before. 


Why then ſhould Chriſtians be anxi- | 


ous to extort uncertain authorities from 
ſuch uncertain ſources? We can never 
L 2 1 5 


1 
be ſufficiently thankful to Divine Pro- 
vidence and the induſtry of our prede- 
ceſſors, for the pure canon of ſcripture 
we poſſeſs, which not only is ſufficient 


for every purpoſe of our duty, but un- 


incumbered with the abſurdities we 
meet with in later writings.—Let us 
obſerve too, that as early as we can 
trace the obſervance of Sunday, all we 
learn of it is, that men are to pray 
without kneeling, becauſe a penitential 
poſture is improper on a feſtival ; that 
they are by no means to faſt, but in- 
dulge feſtivity and joy.* In this ac- 
count we have no directions for ceaſing 


In the book called the Apoſtolic Conſtitutions, (lib. 

v. cap. 20) it is pronounced a crime for any one to faſt 
or look ſorrowful xaT1Þw on the Lord's day, as it be- 
comes us to rejoice on the day of his refurreftion. 
At the firſt council of Nice a canon was made to prohi- 
bit kneeling on the Lord's day, which remained in 
force till the middle of the twelfth century. See 
Hoſpenen, 


from 


1 
from other employments; and unleſs 
feaſting means mere eating and drink- 
ing, we are allowed all thoſe innocent 
recreations Which make our ſtate of 
ſociety ſo engaging, and ought to fill 
us with gratitude to our Maker. — The 
better to impreſs this idea upon us, \ 
a part of the morning is employed in A 
prayer, and ſuch exhortations as may 
teach us to improve, without abuſing 


the reſt of the feſtival. 
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Now, if there be any other thing 
that diſtinguiſhes a faſt, beſides the 
reſtraint from eating, ſurely a day on 
which men are forbidden to work or 
amuſe themſelves, muſt bear ſuch a 
name. Indeed, it would ſeem much 
more conſiſtent with health, and with 
the folemn contemplative ſtate of mind 
required of us, if faſting were added to 
all the other reſtraints, while exerciſe 
of 


3 

of every kind is deemed improper. 
But there is one part of the cuſtomary 
duties of this feſtival, which, though 
pretty univerſal as far back as we can 
trace any obſervation of Sunday, is not 
uſually inſiſted on, and which one ſect 
of Chriſtians has been very unfairly 
brought into ridicule for reviving. 


Though Pliny may be dated as far 
back as the beginning of the ſecond 
century, I have purpoſely reſerved him 
for this place. The authenticity of the 
letter, in which he ſpeaks of the Chriſ- 
tians, has never been brought into 
queſtion, and the language of it is as ex- 
preſſive and clear, as could be expected 
from one who collected evidence on a 
ſubject he was unacquainted with. © The 
© whole of their ebe Chriſtians crime, 
© if it could be called ſuch, conſiſted 
in meeting early in the morning to 

ſing 


ſing hymns to Chriſt, as a deity, and to 


8 


bind themſelves by an oath, not to do 
* any evil, but that they would not be 
« guilty of theft, &c. After this, their 


* cuſtom was to depart, and meet again 


to ſhare an innocent repaſt, without 
any diſtinction of rank“. 


Dr. Lardner ſuppoſes that Pliny 
miſtook the prayers and exhortations 
that were given, for oaths to bind them 
from injuſtice, and that the ſecond 


meeting was in the evening, to celebrate 
the love feaſt. 


It is hardly neceſſary to make any 
comment on this paſſage. Admitting, 
what is indeed much the moſt proba- 
ble, that the ſtated day was Sunday, it 
is evident, only early in the morning 
was allotted to religious offices: nor 


Ad capiendum cibum promiſcuum tamen innocuum. 
could 
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could this ariſe from any apprehenſions 
of magiſtracy, becauſe we find it was 
not till after theſe examinations, that 
Pliny forbad their aſſembling. It may 
be further urged, that of all other 
things, this evening meeting, or love 
feaſt, was the moſt ſuſpected by the 
Pagans, and at one time, from a miſ- 
conception, brought the Chriſtians into 
the greateſt diſgrace. Let us for a mo- 
ment contemplate the charming ſimp li- 
city of the Chriſtian religion in Bythi- 
nia at this time.— The whole conſiſted 
in a meeting early in the morning, to 
ſing praiſes, and to be reminded of 
their duty, and in the evening a repaſt 
conducted with ſobriety, and in ſuch 
2 manner as to remind them they were 
all of one family, and that it became 
each to make the other's ſituation as 
comfortable and agreeable as accidental 
diſtinctions would admit. 

Theſe 


1 


Theſe charity-feaſts, at one time the 
ornament of the Chriſtian and the envy 
of the Pagan world, were probably firſt 
inſtituted when the aſſemblies of Chriſ- 
tians were held in private houſes, and. 
ſeem the natural conſequence of ſo 
amiable an inſtitution as our divine re- 
ligion. There were not wanting, how- 
ever, ſome among the Pagans, who 
invented monſtrous fables concerning 
them, accuſing the Chriſtians, of feeding 
on human fleſh, and feaſting on in- 
fants' blood. This, Mr. Bingham ob- 
ſerves, aroſe from their miſconception 

of the language of the euchariſt. As 

the religion gained ſtability by the aid 
of civil power, and churches were 
every where ſupported, the feaſts were 
held in thoſe places, and the cuſtom 
ſeems to have been for the rich to bring 
proviſions with them, which were 
ſhared in common by all. It 1s not 
M to 
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to be wondered if abuſes gradually crept 
in, and if ignorance, making that a 
divine appointment, which only aroſe 
from the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, all ſhould 
be zealous in promoting it. Thus we 
find the Manchees accuſing them of 
intemperance, which St. Auſtin is not 
only unable to deny, but ſeems to con- 
feſs he was unable to prevent. In con- 
| ſequence of this, the council of Lao- 
dicea forbad feaſting in churches, and 
in the middle of the ſixth century the 
council of Orleans made a ſimilar ca- 
non. But nothing of this kind appears 
in the earlier hiſtories of Chriſtianity, 
when the richer brethren entertained 
the poorer at their own houſes. On 
the contrary, the heathens themſelves 
were convinced of their unjuſt ſuſpi- 
cions, and would cry out, as Tertullian 
obſerves, in ſpeaking of theſe collations, 
* See. how theſe Chriſtians love one an- 


other! 
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other! Julian himſelf, though the 
bittereſt enemy the Chriſtians ever had, 
and, from his former profeſſion, the 
beſt informed, confidered this cuſtom 
as the chief ſupport of their religion. 
There is the more reaſon,” fays he, in 
a letter to one of the Gentile prieſts, 
© to be careful in this matter; becauſe 
it is manifeſtly the neglect of this 
* humanity in the prieſts, which has 


given occaſion to the impious Gali- - 


© leans, to ſtrengthen their party by the 
practice of that humanity which the 
others have neglected. For as kid- 


* nappers ſteal away children, whom 
they firſt allure with cake, ſo theſe 


* begin firſt to work upon the honeſt- 
© hearted Gentiles, with their love- 
© feaſts and entertainments, and miniſ- 
* tring of tables, as they call them, 
till at laſt they pervert them to athe- 
* iſm and impiety againſt the gods.' 
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This is a full vindication of them from 
all thoſe aſperſions which the former 
heathens had caſt upon them, and an 
ample teſtimony of their uſefulneſs, 
from the mouth of an adverſary, who 
ſaw and envied the progreſs which 
Chriſtianity made in the world by 
means of theſe feaſts of charity, which 
he was minded to introduce into his 
own way of heathen worſhip, &c.“ 

Having thus, Sir, troubled you with 
all that has come within my reading 
on the. ſubject worth your notice, I 
cannot do better than offer you the 
following quotation from that amiable 
and pious divine Dr. Watts. TO 
* conclude, ſince all Jewiſh feſtivals, 
© new moons and ſabbaths, are aboliſhed _ 
* by St. Paul's authority, in ſuch ex- 


his account is taken from Bingham's Origines 
Eccleſiaſtiæ, page 809, 810, 811. 


* preſs 


A; 09-3 
* preſs and unlimited language as may 
© lead many ſincere Chriſtians to be- 
* lieve that all manner of diſtinction 
of days whatſoever, whether Jewiſh 
* or patriarchal, is finiſhed : ſince the 
religious obſervance of days, in the 
* fourteenth chapter of the Romans, in 
* general is repreſented as a matter of 
* doubtful diſputation : ſince the ob- 
* ſervance of the Lord's day is not built 
* on any expreſs and plain inſtitution 
by Chriſt or his apoſtles, in the New 
* Teſtament, but rather on examples 
* and probable inferences, and on the 
* reaſons and relations of things,“ I can 
* never pronounce any thing hard or 
* ſevere on any fellow Chriſtian, who 
maintains real piety of heart, though 
his opinions may be very different 
* from mine on this ſubject. Nor 


* See alſo Dr, Benſon's Hiſtory of the Acts, page 
28, note, 


© does 
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* does any man, who is humbly and 
* fincerely ſtudious of truth, and deſi- 
* rous to find it, deſerve any reproach 
* or cenſure upon the account of dif- 
* ferent opinions about meats and days, 


* © unleſs he aſſume ſuch haughty airs of 


* aſſurance as ariſe far beyond all his 
* evidence and proof, or indulge a per- 
* ſecuting ſpirit, and reproach his bre- 
* thren who differ from him. 


© Whatſoever we do in our diſtinct 
practices, on theſe dubious ſubjects, 
let us do it ſincerely as to the Lord: 
« if we regard a day, let us regard it 
to the Lord; if we neglect it, for fear 
of ſuperſtition, let it be with a deſire 
* to honour the Lord. Let religion be 
* maintained by the life and power of 
* it, by every one that names the name 
* of Chriſt, and let him faithfully pur- 
* ſue thoſe methods, which according 
* to 


4 


* to the cleareſt diſcoveries of reaſon 
and ſcripture, will be moſt ſucceſsful 
to obtain this end.“ 


But it has been urged by ſome, that 
whether the obſervation of a ſabbath 
be a Chriſtian inſtitution or not, as it 
makes a part of the laws of the country 
we live in, ſo it becomes every good 
citizen peaceably to ſubmit to it. Yet 
ſurely, if a law of any kind be oppreſ- 
five, or impolitic, no one can doubt 
but the ſubject has a right, indeed that 
it is his duty to ſtate his objection, with 
due reſpect to the authority from which 
it is derived. — In order to do this, our 
firſt object ſhould be, to ſee what the 
law is.—As Dr. Burn was a clergyman, 
and as his authority is pretty generally 
admitted, I have contented myſelf with 
his account of the ſubject ; which, to 


* Holineſs of Times and Places, p. 69. 
| ſlave 
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fave you the trouble of turning over his 
Eccleſiaſtical Law, I ſhall give in 
as few words as the ſubje& will ad- 
mit. | 


The firſt act quoted by this gentle- 
manis 5and6 Edward VI. Thepream- 
ble ſtates the backwardneſs of man- 
kind in general in attending public 
worſhip, and tke neceſſity of fixing 
ſtated days, when, ceaſing from labour, 
they ſhould apply themſelves wholly 
to things pertaining to religion—ad- 
mits that all days are alike holy 
that none are appointed in ſcripture, 
but that the appointment is left by the 
authority of God's word to the liberty 
of Chriſt's church. In the enumera- 
tion of feaſts are all Sundays in the year, 
Chriſtmaſs and Twelfth day, ſundry 
ſaints, &c. and Monday and Tueſday in 
Eaſter and Whitſun- weeks. 

Provided 
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Provided it be lawful for—every 
perſon, of what eſtate or condition he 
be, upon the holidays aforeſaid at 
any time in the year when neceſſity 
ſhall require to labour, ride, fiſh, or 
work any kind of work, at their free 
wills and pleaſures.— As no perſons are 
appointed to judge of the nature of this 
neceſſity, I conceive, with all due ſub- 
miſſion it would be very difficult to know 
how to proceed in inforcing this act. 


By another act, a penalty of 12d. a 
Sunday, and 201. a month for not at- 
tendingdivine ſervice. 


1 Can. 13. All manner of perſons 
within the church of England ſhall ce- 
lebrate and keep the Lord's day, com- 
monly called Sunday, according to God's 
holy will and pleaſure, and the orders 
of the church of England, preſcribed in 
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that behalf ; that is, in hearing the 
word of God read and -taught in pri- 
vate and public prayers, in acknow- 
ledging their offences to God, and 
amendment of the ſame; in reconciling 
themſelves charitably to their neigh- 
bours, where diſpleaſure hath been; in 
oftentimes receiving the communion of 
the body and blood of Chriſt; in vi- 
fiting the poor and ſick, uſing all 
godly and ſober converſation. 


Though theſe injunctions ſeem only 
given to members of the church of 
England, and to them only on holidays, 
few good men, I believe, will doubt 
the propriety of every one's attending 
to them every day of their lives, andprac- 
tiſing them as often as opportunity offers, 


1 James, chap. 22. Shoemakers are 
forbidden to ſell ſhoes, 3 Ch. I. c. 1. 
5 Tra- 


($i 


Travelling is forbidden ; butchers are 
forbidden to kill or fell * ; drovers, 


(who are on this day buſier than on 


moſt others in the week) waggoners, &c. 


29 Cha. II. chap. vi. [the act 
alluded to in the proclamation | re- 
ſpects only labour of every kind, tra- 
velling, + &c. But private families are 
allowed to cook victuals, cook's ſhops, 
inns, and victualling-houſes to cook 
and ſell to ſuch as cannot otherwiſe be 
provided. [By the late inforcement of 
this act, the public houſes being open, 


There is a bye-law of the butchers company to this 
purpoſe. 

+ As the act of Charles I. prohibited travelling, this 
clauſe ſeems repeated with a view to moleſt the Quakers, 
This harmleſs ſect, of whom only one could ſay, that 
religion had hitherto influenced their moral conduR, 
(though they obſerved no ſabbath) were oftentimes im- 
priſoned for travelling to their diſtant meetings; but 
ſince the rich have adopted the cuſtom of getting rid 
of the irkſomeneſs of Sunday by travelling to their 
country ſeats and watering places, the act, like that to 
inforce attending public worſhip, is become obſolete. 
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( 92 ) 
and other. ſhops informed againſt, the 


poor are enticed into ebriety, while they 
would with only to quench their thirſt.] 


9 Ann. c. 23. Hackney coachmen and 
chairmen are allowed to work and ply. 
27 Hen. VI. ch. 6. Fairs are forbidden 
on Sundays and ſome other holidays ; 
chiefly becauſe by working at booths, 
lifting wares, &c. the people are more 
willingly vexed, andin bodily labour foil- 
ed, &c. 1 Cha. I. Is an act to regulate 
the ſports and amuſements of Sunday : 
it ſpecifies, that the Lord's day is pro- 


faned and neglected by diſorderly per- 


{ons frequenting bear-baiting, bull-bait- 
ing, interludes, common plays, and 
other unlawful paſtinies—enacts, that 
no meeting or concourſe of people be 
held out of their own pariſh, for any 
Hort or paſtime whatever ; nor any bull- 


baiting, &c. or unlawful exerciſes or 
paſtimes 


1 


139 


paſtimes whatever within their 0wn pa- 
riſbes, Sc. This laſt clauſe was alfo 
provided in King James's Book of 
Sports, publiſhed in 1618, in which 
the ſports lauſul on the Lord's day are 
ſpecified, viz. dancing, archery, leap- 
ing, vaulting, May games, Whitſun- 
ales, and morris dances—his majeſty 
commanding no ſuch honeſt mirth ſhall 
be forbidden his ſubjects on Sunday 
after evening ſervice. 


This then appears to be the ſtate 
of the Engliſh law till the year 1781, 
the 21ſt of his preſent Majeſty. But 
ſuch has been the growing ſuperſtition 
_ ariſing from this well- meant inſtitution, 
and ſuch (whatever may be urged to 
the contrary) the patient temper of the 
people, as to induce them gradually to 
ſubmit to be deprived of all thoſe 
amuſements and exerciſes permitted by 

a the 


( 96. } 


the laws of their country, and no where 


forbidden by their religion. It is not 


much to be wondered if they endea- 
voured to find if poſſible ſome ſubſtitute 
that might eſcape the uſurped tyranny 
of the magiſtrates. They retained in- 
deed the privilege of walking, and each 
Sunday evening during the ſummer ſea- 
ſon we are ſtill indulged with ſomething 
like a funereal proceſſion of wearied 
peripatetics. But the winter being leſs 
favorable to the exerciſe of this hind 
indulgence, ſome perſons, who, like 
you, Sir, conſidered polemical divinity, 
without the didactic form of ſermons, 
a proper amuſement for Sunday even- 
ings, propoſed a public ſociety for 
this purpoſe. As this was open to 
every individual, they perhaps fancied 
ſuch an imitation of the applauded ex- 


ample of the Bereans would have been 


Highly approved by all good church- 


men; and might even hope ſome of the 


1 þ 


higher orders of eccleſiaſtics, who are 
ſeldom engaged in public religious duties 
in the evening, would have eagerly ſeized 
this opportunity of ** reaſoning with 
* them out of the ſcriptures,” after the 
manner of Paul and the other apoſtles, 
whenever a number of perſons was col- 
lected together. This indeed appeared 
ſomewhat neceſſary, becauſe an act we 
are now going to conſider declares, that 
perſons unlearned and incompetent un- 
dertook to explain the ſcriptures ; and 
as this is the only accuſation brought 
againſt them, candour ſhould induce us 
to ſuppoſe they would thankfully have 
liſtened to any well-informed perſon 
willing to inſtruct them.— Howe- 
ver, without making this experiment, 
we find a bill originating with the 
biſhops entirely to forbid all ſuch meet- 
ings, deeming the places where they 
were held diſorderly houſes, and inflict- 


ing 


( 96 ) 

ing ſevere penalties on their preſidents, 
door-keepers, &c. This was the more 
remarkable, if, as was urged by ſome, 
the meetings were always conducted 
with decorum, the ſubjects treated with 

the reſpect their ſacredneſs entitled them 
to, and no refreſhments of any kind 


permitted. 
| This 


Mr. Viceſimus Knox very highly applauds this 
act, and proves the advantages a legiſlature would ac- 
quire by ſuch, in exciting the zeal of good people on 
their ſide, ſo-as to enable the executive part to ſupport 
itſelf with tranquility at home, and act abroad with 
irreſeRible vigour. —lI confeſs myſelf not till now aware 
of all this. This gentleman propoſes a very eaſy me- 
thod to get rid of the irkſomeneſs of Sunday : from 
ten till twelve at the pariſh church, from that time till 
the afternoon ſervice, which, by the above ſtatement, 
would not be later than three, in reading or improving 
converſation, After this till eight o'clock may, 
he obſerves, be very well ſpent at church, as evening 
lectures abound, and one can ſcarce turn a corner with- 
out ſeeing a church door open, and a bell impor- 
tunately inviting us to enter. After this, in fine 
weather, he allows a chearful walk, amid rural ſcenes, 


6 
This act, however, took no notice 
of thoſe honeſt amuſements king James 
| ſaid 


or converſation, or books, ſuch as are able to improve, 

.exalt, refine and captivate, —But after ſpending ſeven 
hours in church, and ſome time in going from one to 
the other, and a little in eating, on this / joyful feſti- 
val, it would be unfair to trouble Mr. Knox for any 
further direction about the reſt.—I would make ſome 
remarks on this ſubjet, but Mr. Knox inſiſts that he 
who calls in queſtion the truth of this muſt allow his 
hearers to call in queſtion his claim to rationality. 


This gentleman afterwards obſerves, that the ſubor- 
dinate claſſes are very well contented with their ſabbath. 
Mr. Knox does not live in the metropolis. ] They 
for the moſt part are conſtant attendants at church. 
They fill up the intermediate ſpace with a rural walk, 
© and at tea-houſes. They are confined to ſedentary 
employments all the weck, and the freſh air is moſt 
© conducive to their health; while it affords them a very 
lively pleaſure, ſuch as we have all felt in Milton's 
famous deſcription of it, —The common people are 
© ſufficiently delighted with ſuch enjoyments,” [with the 
addition of S/. Monday] © and would be diſpleaſed with 
© thoſe public diverſions which our travelled reformers 
© have defired to introduce. I am not a traveller, 
but have been taught that thoſe who ſee the moſt are 


O the 


the beſt judges. 
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ſaid ſhould not be forbidden his ſub- 
jects on Sundays after divine ſervice. 


We come now to his Majeſty's pro- 
clamation, to which, though it has 
never yet been ſuppoſed to intend any 
thing more than a proper inforcement 
of the laws in being, we will give the 
largeſt latitude common language will 
admit.— And we do ſtrictly prohibit 
* all our loving ſubjects, of whatever 
degree, from playing on the Lord's 
day at cards, dice, or any other game 
* whatever, either in public or private 


. © houſes, &c.' By theſe words, according. 


to the accuracy of modern language, 


* Why ſhould the preſent race 
* ſtand more in need of diverſions on a Sunday than 
* our forefathers in the laſt and in the beginning of the 
* preſent century? - Becauſe they are deprived of them, 
which our forefathers were not. Vol. ii. p. 96,— 
Mr. Knox ſhould recolle& that all have not equal de- 
light in ozium literatum, or even eſſay reading. 


muſt 


( 99 ) 

muſt be meant all plays of hazard. That 
this is the meaning of the word at pre- 
ſent is evident, by the verb 70 game, and 
its derivatives, gaming and gameſter. 
Theſe every one applies to hazard and 
chance, in their moſt extenſive degree; 
but no one ever ſpeaks of a game of 
dancing, archery, valting, &c. This 
is further confirmed by the injunctions 
given to all juſtices and other officers, 
to take care effectually to ſuppreſs all 
public gaming-houſes, alſo to ſuppreſs 
and prevent all gaming whatſoever in 
public or private houſes on the Lord's 
day. No doubt every part of this pro- 
clamation has met with the regard the 
kind intention of our Sovereign entitles 
it to; and as we have not heard that 
any conſiderable houſes have been pro- 
ceeded againſt, we may ſuppoſe they 
are never open on Sundays. 


The 


6100) 

The act of Charles II. is required 
to be inforced, and that of his preſent 
Majeſty, to prevent public meetings for 
the diſcuſſion of texts of ſcripture. This 
is all I have been able to find on the 
law ſabbath, after no conſiderable en- 
quiry. Dr. Burn, indeed, gives us a 
quotation from Bithop Stillingfleet, that 
from the laws made in the days of our 
Saxon anceſtors, the obſervation of the 
ſabbath is no novelty ſtarted by ſome 
ſects, but that it has been the general ſenſe 
of the beſt part of the Chriſtian world. 
That nothing of this kind was admit- 
ted as the law of the land, appears 


by the caſe Dr. B. gives of the but- 


cher, who was acquitted becauſe the 
indictment did not ſtate the offence to 
be contrary to the ſtatute, and that it 
was no offence at common law. As to 
the opinions of the Chriſtians of that 
date, I ſhould rather take mine from 

the 


ca wh 
the Bible, than from the cuſtoms of our 


Saxon anceſtors. 


But, Sir, for a moment reflect on 
theſe laws, on the manner they have 
been inforced, and on the proclamation. 


Inſtead of a ſabbath in which thy 
man ſervant, and thy maid ſervant, and 
thy cattle ſhall have reſt as well as 
thou, the better to inforce which no 
ſervile work is to be performed, nor a 
fire kindled in your houſes, we have a 
ſabbath in which none but ſervile work 
is permitted, and not only no proviſion is 
made for cattle, but chairmen and hack- 
ney coach-drivers are to continue their 
very laborious occupations. But what- 
ever the Jewiſh ordinance may have 
been, we have now a happier revela- 
tion; and as to the law, neither a pro- 
clamation, an act of parliament, nor 

a bye- 
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e 
a bye-law of the butchers company, can 
improve the revealed will of God. 


Where then is this Chriſtian law, that 
ſhuts out the poor man from the inno- 
cent enjoyment of the few paſtimes his 


fituation allows, on a day he is precluded 


from common labour, that ſubtracts 
nothing from the rich, who can vary 
their pleaſures in an infinite degree, and 
to whom every day is a day of reſt or 
pleaſure; that allows the merchant the 
retirement of his country ſeat, and 
uſually his dinner party; the tradeſman 
his horſe or his chaiſe : in ſhort, that 
is only levelled againſt him, whoſe 
poverty of ideas, and habitual labour, 
muſt render a day on which he is for- 
bidden either employment or amuſe- 
ment irkſome or dangerous ?—I am not 
accufing his Majeſty's gracious procla- 
mation of this; it requires nothing of 
| the 


Eu 
the kind, any more than authoriſes, or 
could authoriſe that wanton diſplay of 
unexampled cruelty, that tyrannical 
ſtretch of puny vengeance, which ſhew- 


ed itſelf in the deſtruction of ſkittle 
grounds. 


Who then is benefited by this law, 
if the labourer and artizan are pre- 
cluded from the means of ſubſiſt- 
ence, for the good of their ſouls, are 
they paid by the ſtate for the loſs 
of a day's labour ?—on the contrary, 
are they not frequently obliged to re- 
double their activity at other times 
has the domeſtic any remedy, ſhould 
his maſter exact his uſual ſervice ?—The 
only perſons who ſeem protected by the 
act, are, the young men, and the very 
few young women who appear behind 
the counter; they have, indeed, a leiſure 
day, which too often is either abuſed, 

or 


e 
or hangs tediouſly on their hands. To 


young people of a ſprightly, however 


innocent turn, the paſſing an evening, 
though at their paternal hearth, may be 
made irkſome, and this in proportion to 
the well intended regularity of the fa- 
mily. After an attendance to morning 
and afternoon ſervice, and a ſerious de- 
portment through the day, one ſhould 
ſuppoſe, the evening might without dan- 
ger, be devoted to innocent feſtivity.— 
But no'! the younger children muſt be 


catechized, and when they are in bed, 
the family muſt be called together for a 


third ſermon, during which, ſuch as can 


keep awake, are indulging their fancies 
in the proſpect of gayer ſcenes, and leſs 
:reſtrained ſociety. Is this an holiday? 
Are theſe the means of rendering home 


pleaſing to thoſe, who for ſix days are 
ſeparated from that circle: which ought 


to be made moſt agreeable of all? Can 


we 


( 105 ) 
we wonder if a walk is protracted, if 
different parties are formed, if a lie is 
fabricated to excuſe this irkſome ro- 
tine: if the firſt deviation from truth 
induces others; if the party is encreaſed 
by dangerous intruders, and the ſame lie 
ſerving for the whole, if in the end the 
moſt dreadful conſequences follow? In 
a word, can we wonder, if as weareoften 
told, the profaning the Lord's day, or 
as we ought to ſay, the too ſevere 
obſervance of it, has been the firſt cauſe 
of the moſt abandoned and licentious 
courſes ? Nor. is this all—we well know 
how difficult it is for young minds to 
diſcriminate between truth and error ; 
they have been told the gloomy ſabbath 
they have run from, is a divine appoint- 
ment. Either they believe it when they 
emerge from infancy or not. If the 
latter, how can they entertain a good 
opinion of thoſe who have deceived them 

P in 


( 106 ; 


in ſo ſolemn a manner? if the former, 
what a dull picture does it afford of the 
moſt amiable of all religions! And 
having once violated a part, and been in 
the habit of multiplying lies to conceal 
it, how quick the gradation which leads 
to the negle& of the whole. 


But you will ſay, the ſabbath is to 
you the moſt delightful of all recrea- 


tions that this retirement from the 


world, this converſe with God and your 


Redeemer, is what you are anxiouſly 
wiſhing for all the week. I moſt ſin- 
cerely congratulate you on the advances 


you are making towards heaven, and 


on the divine fervor you feel in the 


; moſt exalted of all pleaſures. But, Sir, 


do you find in the intervals of leaving 
your cloſet, that your mind has im- 
proved in proportion to the warmth of 
your zeal ? Do you find yourſelf more 

chari- 


( 107 ) 
charitably diſpoſed to the failings of 


others? more anxious to render them 
ſervices, to promote their happineſs, 
and leſs inclined to be ſevere with your 
domeſtics and dependants ? If fo, let 
me adviſe you to ſeize the preſent mo- 
ment, inſtantly mix with them, and 
while your heart is yet warm with that 
benevolence true religion inſpires, let 
it ſhew itſelf by every external mark— 
nor let ſo yaluable a means of improv- 
ing your temper be confined to one 
day of the week—make every day a 
ſabbath—retire daily for purpoſes the 
moſt important ; and not only in your 
cloſet, but in your buſy and gay mo- 
ments, accuſtom yourſelf to feel that 
gratitude to the Almighty, which may 
induce you to ſhew ſimilar diſpoſitions 
to others. — But I am forgetting myſelf: 


without doubt this is your conſtant” 


frame of mind. What, then, is there 
| 2 2 in 
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in this unbecoming a Sunday ? If the 
devotions of the morning teach you in 
all things to be thankful, and give 
glory to God, and to love your neigh- 
bour as yourſelf, can you poſſibly enter 
a mixed aſſembly in a better frame of 
mind, with a temper better diſpoſed to 
true harmony and decent mirth—with 
a kind rdiſpoſition to all around, the 


only permanent foundation of genuine 


politeneſs—or with a more rational en- 
joyment of the good things of the 
world, without forgetting the kind, the 
ever-benignant Donor ?—But if your 
opinion be different, if you perceive 


you cannot enjoy the ſocial intercourſe 
of poliſhed life, without feeling your- 


ſelf for a time leſs diſpoſed to acts of 
devotion, at leaſt let your religion teach 
you to judge favorably of others : and 
do not ſuppoſe all you ſee mix with the 


gay and the ſplendid. are forgetful of 


the 


( 1099 ) 
the Infinite Source of all Good, or in- 
attentive to the wants of their bre- 
thren. If you obſerve a day, we doubt 
not but you do it to the Lord. If we 
diſregard it, or rather, if we think it 
improper to obſerve it with any peculiar 
ſanQtity—if we feel a ſtronger ſenſe of 
devotion and gratitude, while we ſee 
our fellow-creatures dedicate a part of 
it to thoſe innocent amuſements they 
ſubmit to be deprived of on other days; 
give us credit for the goodneſs of our 
intentions, nor ſuſpect that the world 
lives in us, becauſe we are thankful it is 
diverſified with ſo many agreeable pur- 
ſuits. And, Sir, with the utmoſt ſub- 
miſſion, give me leave to hint, that if 
you have not yet been able to mix in 
this manner with the world, as your 
philanthropy and good ſenſe will never 
ſuggeſt the idea of eremitical excluſion, 


you 


| 
| 


( 110 ) 


you have till ſomething more to learn 
than your cloſet can teach you. 


But all you have remarked conſci- 
© entioufly to obſerve this day, from right 
* motives, have been uniformly attentrue 
* to their general conduct. How, Sir, 
did you judge of the rectitude of their 
motives? Unleſs you have more diſ- 
cernment than moſt—by the tenor of 
their actions in other reſpects. For had 
their obſervance been ever ſo regular, 
their profeſſions ever ſo juſt, unleſs they 
exhibited a correſpondent attention to 
their general conduct, you muſt have 
pronounced them hypocritical or fana- 
tic,—If this be the caſe, we ſhall 
find the inference proves the fact, which 
makes a logical ſtatement of the queſ- 
tion extremely difficult. 


But a queſtion ſtill remains—Is 


any obſervation of one day in ſeven ex- 
| pedient | 


8 


6 


pedient? The only objection ſeems the 
danger of its being abuſed by ſuperſti- 
tious minds, as we find particularly the 
caſe in Great Britain. I confeſs my- 
ſelf an incompetent judge how far it 
may ariſe from the prejudice of educa- 
tion, that I feel myſelf not eaſily re- 
conciled to the abolition of a cuſtom 
which has many things to plead in its 
favor. The firſt inſtitution was divine 
—but this was the caſe with many 
long ago diſſolved. But ſomething of 
the kind was very early introduced into 
the Chriſtian world. So were many 


abſurdities with it. —But if public 


prayer be a part of the Chriſtian duty, 
a day muſt be appointed for a general 
aſſembly ; and though it may be urged 
that this might be fixed by a majority 


of voices in each congregation of Chriſ- 


tians ; yet, to prevent the partial ad- 
vantages of the avaricious, as well as 


( 112) 
ſecure to ſervants the privilege of 
worſhipping God, ſecluſion from the 
exerciſe of worldly callings ſeems to be 
neceſſary. And though labor is highly 
proper to man, yet eaſe and relaxation 
are equally natural. A day in ſeven 
allotted to theſe purpoſes might con- 
duce to preſerve that order by 
which the other fix would leſs fre- 
quently be broken in upon. The ne- 
ceſſity of it may be fairly urged from 
the conſequences to the lower claſſes 
of people that have followed the inno- 
vations with which the civil magiſtrates 
have incumbered their preſent feſtiva].* 
Having no fixed day for relaxation, 
ſome devote Monday to 'that purpoſe ; 
thus two days labor is loft, but too 


* How little ſoever Sunday may deſerve that appel- 
lation, it is more ſtrictly enjoined as ſuch in the rubrick 
than any other day. If a vigil or faſt happen to fall 
on a Sunday, the direction is to obſerve it on Saturday. 
— Table of Feaſts, &c. Common Prayer. 

8 many 
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many are looking for a holiday all the 
week, and are neither ſettled to work 
or amuſement in any part of it. How 
then does it ſeem the duty of Chriſ- 
tians to ſpend a day, on which the laws 
of their country forbid them to work 
or travel? Can there be a doubt how a 
Chriſtian ſhould ſpend every day, while 
there is an object to be relieved, a diſ- 
treſs to be alleviated, an uſeful project to 
be forwarded, or the ſphere of happi- 
neſs of an individual to be enlarged ? 


Let the laws requiring an attendance 
on public worſhip be enforced with ri- 
gour and impartiality, or if they are 
deemed oppreſſive, let them be repealed : 
but let us haye no connivance, becauſe 
the delinquency is general. In the af- 
ternoon let your parks, your pleaſure- 
grounds, and houſe be open; not to ſuch 
as by their appearance ſeem to have 


Q little 


( 144 ) 

little need of your aſſiſtance, but 70 
ſuch as have nothing prepared. If you 
fancy your conſtant preſence would 
leſſen that eaſe and innocent hilarity 
you would with to encourage, appoint 
from the claſs you entertain, as maſter 
of the ceremonies, a prudent perſon, 
whoſe influence is conſiderable, and 
whoſe temper, ſteadineſs, and lenity 
may be depended on. Let the men amuſe 
themſelves with thoſe exerciſes ſuited 
to a day of relaxation, and be indulged 
with the refreſhments their exerciſes 
may require. Let the matrons inſpect 
the care of the younger children, and 
the youth of both ſexes dance to a hur- 
dy gurdy prepared by the maſter of the 
feaſt. At proper intervals let tea be 
ſerved in different parts of the garden, 
and the evening may conclude with a 
grand concert of ſacred muſick, at 
which all the family ſhall aſſemble; and 

5 ſuch 


( 115 ) 
ſuch as are performers or ſingers aſſiſt. 
This might finiſh with a general cho- 
rus, expreſſive of gratitude to the Di- 
vine Author of all mercies, and im- 


preſſing a deſire for ſimilar diſpoſitions 
towards each other.“ 


After this, let the maſter of the en- 
tertainment thank his gueſts for the 
cheerfulneſs with which they have par- 
taken of a frugal, though welcome 
repaſt, encourage them to be diligent 
in their reſpective callings till the fol- 
lowing Sunday, when he ſhould again 
hope for another opportunity of exer- 
ciſing the duties of his religion in a 
ſimilar manner: Aſſuring them, that 
though he is particularly happy in 


Glory be to God in the higheſt; and on earth, peace, 
and good -- will towards men! This was a chorus deemed 
worthy the angelic performers, who were deputed thus 
to introduce the Prince of Peace to mankind. 


Q 2 ſee- 
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ſeeing them thus cheerful, harmonious, 
and for a few hours free from labour 
and cares, he confiders it no leſs his 
duty to be attentive to their happineſs 
during the week. Let him at the ſame 
time remind them, they are not to ſup- 
poſe the office of doing good confined 
to riches. That the amiable Founder 
of their religion, who was born in a 
manger, and died on a croſs, ſpent a 
life in doing good, yet had ſcarce 
where to lay his head! The miraculous 
powers with which he was favoured 
increaſed indeed his uſefulneſs beyond 
all others, in proportion as the purity 
of his heart excelled theirs ; but till is 
it in the power of all to affiſt the ge- 
neral cauſe ; by compoſing differences, 
by forbearing to reſent injuries, and 
exhorting every one whoſe conduct they 
had reaſon to ſuſpet: by aſſiſting all 
who had erred in returning to the paths 
| of 


Z 
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of uſefulneſs and virtue : and above all , 
by avoiding the promulgation of that 
ſcandal, which often ſeparated an un- 
guarded, though perhaps innocent 
member, from the ſociety, which by 
degrees might have taught him the 
beauty of a right conduct, and the 
charms of virtuous intercourſe. In a 
word, by ſeeking all opportunities of 
doing good, and loving their neighbours 
as themſelves. 


But it may be urged, I have here 
only marked out employment for the 
poor, while our preſent buſineſs is with 
the rich. Alas, you have reſources 
always at hand ! The advantages of a 
liberal education and refined taſte are 
more than enough to prevent a leiſure 
day being tedious to you. But you can 
have no occaſion for ſuch, while you 
are diffuſing happineſs to all around. 

| If 
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If ever ye feel a delight in viewing 
your lawns and parterres, your caſ- 
cades and plantations: when the proſpect 
is thus improved by the fight of ra- 
tional beings, to whom you are diffuſ- 
ing pleaſure, whoſe taſte for amuſe- 
ment you are improving, by teaching 
them to prefer thoſe of agreeable inter- 
courſe and healthy exerciſe to ſecret 
tippling, or diſcontented fluggiſhneſs 
 —ſurely beyond this you can ſcarcely 
entertain a wiſn. I am much miſtaken, 
if ſuch occaſional participation of the 
ſuperfluities of life, would not prove a 
better ſecurity to your grounds, than 
thoſe diabolical inſtruments you are not 
aſhamed to threaten every intruder with. 
Perhaps, however, theſe, like many penal 
laws, may be neceſſary, to keep in awe 
thoſe few ungovernable ſpirits whom they 
frequently render deſperate, or whoſe in- 
genuity they ſharpen. But the natural 


cement 
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cement of ſociety is mutual intereſt, and 
reciprocal good offices. All will join to 
protect what all are intereſted in pre- 
ſerving, and all will be anxious to diſ- 
charge obligations, which ſo much ex- 
alt the donor. As the different parts 
of inanimate matter are kept together 
by mutual attraction, without which 
all muſt ſoon be confuſed in one gene- 
ral maſs, ſo without love the animal 
creation had long ago been extinct. 
Love! the moſt conſpicuous attribute 
of the Deity, the foundation of his 
phyſical and moral government in the 
world, the fulfilment of his revealed 
will, the characteriſtic of the diſciples 

of Chriſt ! 


But to return.—See among your 
neighbours who are abſent from your 
charity-feaſt—learn the cauſes, If 
ſickneſs, be ready to aſſiſt, if want, to 

relieve, 
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relieve, before the caſe grows deſpe- 
rate, a whole year's rent be loſt, and 


a family thrown upon the pariſh.— 


Obſerve whoſe children are the neat- 
eſt, whoſe behaviour the moſt becom- 
ing, and admoniſh in private ſuch as 
ſeem to forget that order and decorum, 
which are - neceſſary to form general 
harmony, the deſign of the aſſembly. 
Obſerve ſuch as through infirmities of 
age find it painful to reach your hoſ- 
pitable manſion, encourage younger 


ones to aſſiſt in leading them home, 


and when the weather is leſs invitin g. 
ſend portions to their houſes. 


I ſhall be told, that ſuch 5 the 


manners and taſte of what are called the 


lower orders of people, that it is in vain 
to expect any reformation among them 


but by force; that all their meetings 


degenerate into aghtng, and, ſtrict even 
as 


1 
as the preſent injunctions regarding the 
ſabbath are, it is impoſſible to prevent 
their abuſe of it. But common humanity, 
ifnotcandour, ſhould induce us toenquire 
into the cauſe of a corruption ſo much 
complained of. Is there any inherent 
difference in the component parts of men 
of different ranks? does poverty neceſ- 
farily induce wickedneſs? Can education 
make the difference? - If by it we mean 
the ſtudy of the languages, and ab- 
ſtruſer ſciences—certainly not—for of 
the numbers who have opportunities 
of ſuch acquirements, how few retain 
a ſlight recollection of them !—nor are 
thoſe few always. the beſt members of 
ſociety. Is it then the habit of ac- 

quiring a more refined taſte in your 
| pleaſures, by mixing in better ſociety, 
and the neceflity of preſerving fome 
kind of character? If this be the caſe, 
R why 
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immenſe diſtance between yourſelves 
and the poor? If you wiſh to render 
them ſervices, which I am perſuaded 
moſt of you do, how can you ſo well 
accompliſh it, as by the moſt intimate 
acquaintance with their real fituation ? 
If you with them to be more frugal, 
give them a taſte for amuſements leſs 
expenſive; ſuch as cannot fail to im- 
prove their reliſh for domeſtic enjoy- 
ments, and to inſpire them with pride 
enough to ſet ſome value on their mo- 
ral characters. Teach them the charms 
of that friendly intercourſe which the 
poliſh of ſociety has by degrees di- 
veſted of almoſt every embarraſſment. 
Nor think much of devoting part of 
a day to ſuch as can make you no re- 
turn. The reſt of your week is-ſpent 
in receiving or returning viſits, till their 

ot unvaried 


why are you perpetually keeping up the 


„„ 


unvaried repetition almoſt induces ſa- 


tiety. But, how little ſoever you may 


value what you are for ever engaged 


in, there muſt be ſome charms in it, 


or the cuſtom could not ſo long have 
maintained itſelf. 


3 


| You may ſay, the poor have their 


own pleaſures, their own little ſocieties, 
and would undervalue ſuch as were 
proffered them by others. But many 
have ſcarcely the means of fatisfying 
the common wants of nature: moſt 
by their daily labour earn their daily 
bread, and the ſmalleſt ſuperfluity is 
utterly beyond their reach, The reſt, 
for want of early advantages, and by 
perpetual excluſion from more than one 
kind of ſociety, retain, and for ever 
muſt retain the habits of their anceſ- 
tors, or degenerate into worſe. For 
ever mult they look with envy on that 

R 2 ſplen- 
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ſplendour they will falſely ſuppoſe the 
ſummit of happineſs, as long as they 
are kept from a nearer view of it. For 
ever will they fancy every great man 
their foe, while all they hear of him is 
from his rent-gatherer or parliamentary 
canvaſſer: and for ever will they oppoſe 


plans, how well ſoever concerted for 


their own advantage, while they con- 


ceive them to originate with ſuch as 
have an intereſt ever oppoſite to their 
own. | 


But left I ſhould ſeem to adopt the 
language of declamation, where we have 
too much need of plain reaſoning, and a 
fair ſtatement of facts, let us take a view 
of the poor man's lot, while he is ex- 
hauſting himſelf in your ſervice, with 
no proſpect in the decline of life, but 
the horrors of a poor houſe. Before he 


has arrived at his due ſtrength, the ne- 


ceſſities 
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ceſſities of his parents oblige him to la- 
bour. If in maturer life he wiſhes for 
a partner to ſoothe his few leiſure mo- 
ments, how ready are you to blame him 
for engaging in the cares of a family, 
without a proſpect of ſupporting it! 
forgetting that proſpe& is never likely 
to appear : or, that to preſerve your own 
luxuries, the race of poverty muſt be 
preſerved alſo. Every increaſe in his 
family is conſidered an additional bur- 
then; and the earnings of the man prov- 
ing inſufficient for their increaſing wants, 
the wife is taken from the department 
aſſigned her by nature, to add ſomething 
to the common ſtock. By perpetual 
labour, ſhe loſes, at an early period, 
that feminine ſoftneſs which ſo delight- 
fully diſtinguiſhes the ſexes : by con- 
ſtant fatigue her temper is ſoured : as 
ſhe has aſſumed a maſculine office, the 
care of her perſon is beneath her notice ; 
and 
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and every thing yielding to the neceſſity 
of ſatisfying immediate wants, order 
and arrangement are neglected in her fa- 
mily. The man, at his return from 
daily labour, no longer meets an en- 
dearing ſmile, an eager welcome, a 
frugal, yet chearful repaſt, by a hearth 
prepared for his reception. His wife 
can no longer entice him to converſa- 
tion—the greateſt, the ſweeteſt privi- 
lege of man; but {till continues her 
employment, almoſt without regarding 
him ; or, perhaps, diſtreſſed at his in- 
terruption. Hence a coolneſs between 
the two, which muſt end in diſlike ; 
and home ſoon. becomes of all other 
places the leaſt agreeable. Can we 


wonder then if men aſſociate with each 


other, where converſation is unimpeded, 
and neglect their families, from whom 
they derive ſo little comfort? If by de- 
grees all ideas of a common intereſt are 


loſt; 


6 

loſt; if the order of nature is inverted, 
and the female alone left to provide for 
her own and family's wants — if the 
children diſlike induſtry, when they ſee 
how little it is encouraged, and home, 
which affords no proſpect but diſtreſs ; 
if the mother ſhould connive at failings, 
when ſhe is almoſt led to regret the early 
opportunities ſhe loſt, through the de- 
luſive proſpect of domeſtic happineſs ? 
If——but I dread to proceed. Let us 
ſee if any remedy can be applied to ſuch 
growing evils. Nor ſhould we deſpair, 
but redouble our activity in proportion 
to the urgency of the caſe. 


Reformation, as you obſerve, muſt 


begin with the great; and long ago it 
has begun. Many of the moſt ſhining 


virtues of antiquity are now little more 


than the common offices expected in 
ſociety. The omiſſion of ſuch an act 


as 
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as gained /Eneas the epithet of Pious, 


would exclude a modern character from 


all good company, and the behaviour 


of Scipio would be conſidered among 
the common duties of politeneſs. But 
the preſent age is diſtinguiſhed for more 
inſtances of diſintereſted generoſity than 
any preceding period. With what 
readineſs is every known diſtreſs re- 
lieved ! how freely does the purſe open 
to every ſubſcription! and this fre- 
quently accompanied with a delicacy 
that conceals half the benefactors. It may 
ſeem almoſt unreaſonable to require 
more : but perhaps, in many inſtances, 
patronage, with a proper application of 
leſs, might be attended with greater 
advantages than a ſudden profuſion, 
which may leſſen the exertions of the 
receivers. Theſe inſtances of generoſity 
evince the goodneſs of your intentions, 
and your readineſs to aſſiſt, where your 
influence 


6 
influence can never extend. But ſhould 
they leſſen your attention, where ſo 
much more may be done by your 
influence, your patronage, and ſu- 
perior knowledge of the true bleſſings 
of life? Have your poor neighbours no 
claims but on your purſe? Do they 
ſtand in no need of your advice, your 
protection, and perhaps your ſeverities ? 
If inveterate ill habits have ſo far de- 
baſed ſome, as to render their minds 
familiar to poverty, with all it's at- 
tendant wretchedneſs, deſpair not to 
find others, who may be taught the true 
art of living. Teach them the charms 
of induſtry and economy ; the advan- 
tages of providing againſt a day of want ; 
the rational enjoyment of each other's 
ſociety, and the propriety of acquiring 
the good opinion of, inſtead of attempting 
to imitate, their ſuperiors. Encourage 
a generous ſpirit of independence, which 
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will make them dread to loſe that ufe- 
fulneſs by which only it can be ſup- 
ported, and diſdain all parochial aids, 
by which they mult forfeit it for ever. 
Above all, dire& your attention to the 
riſing generation. Let your houſe be 
the ſeminary of induſtry. If a family 
complain of being burthened by its 


numbers, inſtead of a too frequently 
ill- directed donation, relieve them of a 


part of their offspring. Should the in- 
fants be for a time burthenſome, your 
future proſpects regarding them will be 
proportionably flattering. Many of the 
females may be uſefully diſpoſed of, at 
an early period, among ſuch of your 
penſioners and dependants as will teach 
them the various branches of uſeful 
houſewifery, and render them a treaſure 
to yourſelves or others. Some may be 
already qualified, and, you will not un- 
commonly find them anxious tofill uſeful 


ſtations. 
' 
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ſtations. Por the males you never can 
want employment, while an improve- 
ment in agriculture can be ſuggeſted, 
or a ſuperfluous ſtone remains on your 
ground. What then are the objects of 
your ambition ? If patronage, it courts = 


— — 0 : 
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you on every ſide. If influence, how 
much more honourably may it be thus 
acquired, and with how much leſs ex- 
pence, than the intereſt of what is con- 
famed in weakening the principles, 
injuring the- morals, and ſufpending 
the induſtry of a borough !—and this, 
too often by characters the moſt phi- 
lanthropic and amiable, when not per- 
verted by falſe notions of ſupporting 
the dignities of anceſtry, and by a com- 
munication with brilliant, thou gh teſs 
refined ſpirits. 


- But it ill becomes an obſcure indi- 
vidual haſtily to arraign the conduct of 
; 8 2 thoſe 
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thoſe from whom he is ſo far removed. 
Circumſtances, with which he is unac- 
quainted, may have induced men of all 
parties, in the ardour of their wiſhes for 
the public good, to purſue the beſt in- 
tended meaſures to a blameable extreme. 
Still let every one be cautious how far 
he may be ſubtracting from the ſtore 
of private virtue, in his endeayours for 
the common weal ; remembering, that 
from the virtue of the largeſt number 
of individuals, we are to expect the 
happineſs of the whole. This beacon 
ſhould ever be kept in view, and all 


the ſmalleſt deviation from the never 
failing line it marks out to us. Nor 
ſhould the calls of the ſenate, how loud 
ſoever they may be, ſuffer you to for- 
get that circle in which you may al- 
ways be uſeful, - 


For 
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For a few moments then contem- - 
plate the pleaſures that await you, 
and be convinced, that to be rich is 
really to be bleſt. View your fellow 
creatures, of every age and deſcription, 
rendered happier; and fee your own 
influence extend itſelf, in proportion as 
gratitude and all the amiable tribe of 
virtues gain ground among them. Say 
to yourſelf, here is a pair whom well- 
directed advice and a better fituation 
have taught to love one another : here 
a youth drawn early from the danger 
of depraved ſociety : here a human be- 
ing brought nearer his reſemblance to 
an angel! Beattentive to all their vir- 
tuous improvements, gentle to their 
failings, and, as you hope for a ſimilar 
indulgence, never deſpair of any. If a 
female, in an unguarded moment, has 
yielded to the ſuggeſtions of nature, 
enquire if her ſeducer is worthy to be 
her 


6134 
her huſband. If nothing but the ap- 
prehenſion of want prevent their union, 
be ready in preſerving one from the 
dreadful vortex that threatens her. If 
other objections occur, perſuade her 
to retire from the ſociety which muſt 
ever be painful to her, or render her 
familiar to difgrace. While you are 
thus foſtering a ſiſter, relieving her 
from deſperation, and recovering the 
almoſt-extinguiſhed embers of honeſt 
pride, let her fituation be known to 
none of her former equals. Teach all 
to pity her, that few may imitate her. 
And unleſs you perceive in the author 
of her misfortunes ſome ſenſe of re- 
morſe for the dangers to which he has 
expoſed her, exclude him for ever from 
thoſe ſcenes in which he will glory in 
his victory, and, perhaps, increaſe a 
catalogue already wofully too large. 

But, 


1 
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But, alas! it is not among her equals 
ſhe has moſt to fear, While I congra- 
tulate the age in which I live on its ad- 
vancement in knowledge, in every virtue, 
and, above all, in benevolence, one 
ſuggeſtion will ever ariſe. You will 
ſpare me the deſcription of what is al- 
ways preſenting itſelf at our ſpectacles, 
in our ſtreets, and every where but in 
our churches. You, who have often 
ſuppreſſed the riſing ſigh, bluſhed at 
the ſtarting tear, which have irreſiſtibly 
ſtolen from you in the gayeſt, ſcenes | 
from which you have dreaded to return, 
through crowds of dreary wanderers, 
reſembling, but for colour, the fabled 
ſpectres on this ſide the Styx. While 
humanity, ſenſibility, and ſympathy 
are in every mouth, and generoſity 
ſo profuſe as to become almoſt indiſ- 


criminate, ſhall the lovelieſt objects in 


nature be proſtituted to the moſt abject 
ules ? 


| 
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[ 
| 


( 136 ) 

uſes? Shall beauty, at which infancy 
is caught with admiration, almoſt be- 
fore it can tell why—and age, when 
loſt to the contemplation of all but hea- 
ven and this, fixes its half-extinguiſhed 


fight, be more than ever the bane of its 
poſſeſſor? Shall the faireſt flowers be 
doomed to the lay-ſtall, the moſt de- 
licate fruits immaturely fall a prey 
to the ſpoiler? As you would protect 
them from the rude blaſt of Boreas, 


or the lawleſs hands of the plunderer, 


oh ! become the guardian of youthful 


innocence. Protect the dangerous, un- 
ſuſpecting age, beſieged as it is by flat- 
tery, novelty, and curioſity, and un- 
defended by caution or experience ;— 
judging by the gentle impulſe of its 
own wiſhes, and unſuſpicious of that 
guile it can ſcarce form an idea of.— 
Is there a wretch living who can boaſt 
a conqueſt where there is no enemy— 

| where 


e 
where he can only be oppoſed by the 


ſentiments ſuch an object ought to in- 


ſpire! Muſt the poor man for ever 
curſe the hour when nature favoured 
him with the choiceſt jewel? Oh ! pre- 


ſerve her for him—for yourſelf. Let 


her gladden by her preſence your weekly 
feſtival, and tranſport you with the ſight 
of beauty, innocence, and ſimplicity.— 
Teach her the charms of her native 
plains, and to realiſe thoſe pleaſures ſhe 
can hardly know by deſcription. Let 
her feel the ſweets of a ſociety ſhe would 
be unwilling to be excluded from ; and 
convince her that poverty and wretch- 
edneſs are not neceſſarily united: that 
nothing is baſe but acting wrong: and 
that no degree of ſplendor can com- 
penſate for an excluſion from all virtu- 
ous intercourſe. Shew her examples of 
happineſs, ariſing from a right conduct 
of ſuch as with triumph make a weekly 
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r 
exhibition of their little pledges to their 
generous hoſt, and to receive the careſſes 
of the ladies of your family — and 


hint to her ſcenes of miſery you will 
not have occaſion to exaggerate. | 


Is then ſo much to be done, and ſhall 
we not, like the virtuous Pagan, bluſh 
to loſe a day? Shall we affli& our ſouls, 
and exact all our labours, bow our heads 
down like a bulruſh, and not looſe the 
bands of wickedneſs, undo the heavy 
burdens, let the opprefled go free, and 
break every yoke? Shall we not deal 
bread to the hungry, and bring the poor 
that are caſt out to our honſcs. Let 
us bear in mind the example of our Sa- 
viour. Do we hear of his retiring from 
the world on a ſabbath ?—of his remit- 


* Taiah 1viii. ut ſupra, If ſuch be required of a 
Jewiſh faſt, how much more beceming does it ſeem A 


| Chriſtian feſtival. 
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ing his accuſtomed uſefulneſs? would 
ſuch a conduct have been conſiſtent with 
his unwearied application to doing the 
will of his Father ?— In the proſecution 
of which we are told that he partook of 
an entertainment at the houſe of a Phari- 
ſee , where he ſeized this, with every other 
opportunity, of upbraiding his country- 
men with their ſuperſtitious perverſion 
of a day intended for enjoyment and 
eaſe; aſſuring them the ſabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the ſab- 
bath. Inſtead of ſabbatizing then, 
let us live according to the Lord's lite, F 
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What, let me aſk, are the marks of 
this inward and ſpiritual grace, but a 
conſtant ſenſe of gratitude to the Foun- | 


* Luke xiv, 1. See Dr. Willan's note on this ſub- 
jet. Hiſtory of the Miniſtry of Jeſus Chriſt. Page 126. 
+ See page 62, | 
T 2 tain 
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tain of grace, and a ſincere reliance on 


1 


his promiſes of futurity? What this de- 
ſire after perfection, but an endeavour to 


imitate the only perfect Being? What the 


STANDARD oF RIGHT,* but, as his re- 
vealed will informs us, the Deity him - 
ſelf? Let us then imitate him in all his 
imitable attributes. What are all the 


duties religion exacts of us, but ſuch as, 


like beneyolence, would 70 finer ſpirits be 


* Matthew v. 42—48. Give to him that aſketh thee, 
and from him that would borrow of thee, turn not thou 
away. Love your enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, 
that ye may be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven ; for he maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and on 
the good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the un- 


juſt. For if ye love them which love you, what reward 


have ye? do not even the publicans the fame? And if 
ye ſalute your brethren only, what do ye more than 
others? do not even the publicans ſo? Be ye therefore 
Perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is per- 


d. | 


irrefift ible 


„ 


 trrefetible as inclination ?* or rather, what 
are they all but Benevolence ?+ How can 
we ſo well keep ourſelves unſpotted from 
te world, ꝓ as when our principal buſineſs 
with it is the melioration of the ſpecies ? 
How ſo well practiſe the aſe of fel 
denial,$ as when the only purpoſe for 1 
which it can be uſeful the happineſs 1 
of others —is our conſtant purſuit? 4 


= 
w—_ 
ws 


After all, Sir, I cannot help think- 
Ing our opinions are leſs different than 
our language may imply. If you take 
the trouble to peruſe theſe ſheets, you 
may meet with unguarded expreſſions, 


which may, at firſt ſight, induce you tt * 
think otherwiſe; but if I have any 1 
where miſrepreſented your meaning, be .Y 


aſſured it was far from my intention, 


- Y * Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her 4 


>, | Thoughts 951, 2 Thooghts 96. F ibid. I 
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withes are the ſame to cultivate s K 
due ſenſe of gratitude to the Almighty, 
and to increaſe the happineſs of the 
World. 0 


And, in the full confidence of this, I | 
take the liberty to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


+ Affectionately, 


[ N = Yours. 
* 
% 
— — 
- 5 
: — 
: 3M 
. _ ' 
; ' | 
. 4 
i 
2 Fs 
. 
* 
1 


on © 
— — —— 


— — „ r . — — — —— 


— 


